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  4 Full Legislature – 3-18-13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:     Our  apo log ies  2 

fo r  the  de lay  i n  the  mee t ing .   We had a  ver y ,  I  3 

guess ,  success fu l  women 's  h i s to ry  recogn i t i on  4 

p rog ram th is  morn ing  and  i t  ran  a  l i t t le  la te .   5 

Aga in ,  I  apo log ize  fo r  t he  la te  s ta r t i ng  tod ay 's  6 

meet ing .  7 

 We w i l l  do  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  meet ing  8 

f i rs t ,  and  then  we  have,  a f te r  t ha t ,  a  Ru le s  9 

Commi t tee  mee t ing .   So  those  o f  you who can not  10 

s tay  fo r  t he  Ru les  and  w ish  to  speak  on  any  i t em 11 

tha t ' s  on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  you  may  spea k  on  12 

the  i t em now,  du r ing  pub l i c  c omment ,  and  we  w i l l  13 

i nco rpora te  you r  comments  in to  the  tes t imon y  o f  14 

the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  15 

 W i thou t  any  fu r the r  ad ieu ,  wou ld  we a l l  16 

p lease  r i se?   Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  p lease  lead  us  i n  17 

the  P ledge .  18 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  19 

rec i ted . )  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr .  M u l l e r ,  wou ld  21 

you p lease  ca l l  the  ro l l ?  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Th is  i s  fo r  t he  Fu l l  23 

Leg is la tu re?  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes ,  s i r .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  2 

N ico le l l o?  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  5 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  6 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  8 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Presen t .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  10 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .   13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  14 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  16 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .  17 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  18 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  20 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  22 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .   23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Vend i t t o?  24 

 LEGISLATOR VENDITTO:    Here .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  2 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  3 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Here .  5 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  8 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -10 

Wh i t ton?  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  De nenberg?  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     He re .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  17 

Gonsa lves?  18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Presen t .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  21 

much .  22 

 A t  t h i s  t ime  we  w i l l  have 30  m inutes  o f  23 

pub l ic  comment .   And  as  I  sa id  ear l i e r ,  i f  you  24 

w ish  to  speak  on  an  i t em tha t  w i l l  be  taken  up  on  25 
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Ru les ,  you  may speak  on  i t  du r ing  the  pub l i c  2 

comment ,  bu t  remember  tha t  i t  w i l l  be  3 

i nco rpora ted  in to  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  4 

 W i thou t  any  fu r the r  ad ieu ,  t he  f i r s t  5 

speaker  today  i s  Geo f f rey  Pr ime.   Good  a f te rnoon ,  6 

Mr .  Pr ime.  7 

 MR.  PRIME:    Good a f te rnoon,  P res id ing  8 

O f f i ce r .   My  name is  Geo f f rey  Pr ime.   I 'm 9 

Cha i rman  o f  t he  Board  o f  T rus tees  a t  Nassau  10 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.   I  f i r s t  w ant  to  thank  yo u a l l  11 

fo r  your  t i r e less  e f fo r t s  and  the  t remendou s  job  12 

tha t  you  a l l  do  fo r  Nassau  County .  13 

 I  s tand be fo re  you  as  cha i rman  regard ing  14 

I t em E-37-13 -PK-R o f  t he  Ru le s  Commi t tee .   T h i s  15 

i s  t he  p roposed  ag reemen t  be tween the  Count y  and  16 

Mo l loy  Co l lege  about  the  M i tc he l  F ie ld  p rope r t y .   17 

I  jus t  wan t  to  f i r s t  emphas ize  tha t  my  conc ern  18 

he re  i s  how th i s  p roposa l  w i l l  a f fec t  the  q ua l i t y  19 

o f  t he  s tuden t  l i f e  fo r  the  s tuden ts  a t  Nas sau  20 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.  21 

 I t  i s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  t here  is  22 

cu r ren t l y  an  ag reement  be twee n  Nassau Commun i t y  23 

Co l l ege and the  Coun ty  where in  the  Co l lege has  24 

use o f  M i t che l  F ie ld  p roper t y  fo r  a  ce r ta in  25 
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amount  o f  t ime dur ing  the  academic  yea r .   W hat  we 2 

wou ld  l i ke  to  know go ing  fo rward  i s  what  th e  3 

e f fec t ,  i f  any ,  o f  t he  p roposed ag reemen t  w i th  4 

Mo l loy  Co l lege wou ld  have on  Nassau Communi t y  5 

Co l l ege s tudents  and /o r  use  o f  M i t che l  F ie l d .   My 6 

on ly  goa l  he re  i s  to  make su re  tha t  the  in t e res ts  7 

o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege a re  preserved a nd to  8 

ensu re  tha t  we a re  par t  o f  t he  conversa t ion  go ing  9 

fo rward .  10 

 Acco rd ing l y ,  I  respec t fu l l y ,  very  11 

respec t fu l l y ,  ask  tha t  t h i s  ma t te r  be  tab le d ,  a t  12 

such  t ime tha t  i t ' s  approp r ia te ,  so  tha t  th e  fu l l  13 

unders tand ing  o f  a l l  t he  parameters  o f  t he  14 

p roposed  agreement  and  i t s  e f fec t  on  Nassau  15 

Commun i t y  Co l lege can be  unde rs tood.  16 

 I  thank  you a l l  fo r  your  t ime .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mr .  18 

P r ime.  19 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Jus t  i f  I  may 20 

respec t .  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Who i s  I?  22 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Leg is la to r  So lages .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  24 

So lages .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Mr .  Pr ime,  I  j us t  2 

wanted  to  thank  you ve ry  much  fo r  your  serv i ce  3 

and your  l eadersh ip  w i th  the  Communi ty  Co l l ege .   4 

And I  thank  you  fo r  coming  down he re  today .   5 

Thank you,  Mayor .  6 

 MR.  PRIME:    Thank ,  Leg is la to r .   I  7 

apprec ia te  i t .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Nex t  speaker ,  9 

Joanne  Borden .  10 

 MS.  BORDEN:    Good  a f te rnoon .  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  12 

Joanne .  13 

 MS.  BORDEN:    Th is  pas t  November  I  14 

a t tended  a  se rv i ce  fo r  t ransgender  peop le  k i l l ed  15 

by  v io lence and  su ic ide .   Those who d ied  wer e  16 

young peop le ,  some b ru ta l l y  beaten  to  death .   17 

I t ' s  necessa ry  fo r  us  to  take  the  f i rs t  s te p  to  18 

a f f i rm  bea t ing  and  k i l l i ng  i s  i l l ega l  and t hus  19 

wrong.   Taun t ing  and  d r i v ing  k ids  to  su i c id e  i s  20 

wrong.    21 

 I  be l i eve  eve ry  ju r i sd ic t i on  a t  every  22 

l eve l ,  l oca l ,  s ta te ,  f edera l ,  needs laws  wh i ch  23 

repeat  i t  i s  wrong .   Laws se t  a  mora l  s tage .   24 

Laws  a f f i rm wha t  i t  r i gh t  and  wrong.   The c ry  25 
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jus t i ce  can ' t  be  repea ted too  o f ten  and sho u ld  2 

s ta r t  he re  and now.  3 

 What  i s  wrong  w i th  th i s  leg i s la tu re?   The 4 

en t i re  met ropo l i tan  area ,  ove r  22  mi l l ion  p eop le  5 

su r round ing  us  have gender  r i gh ts  laws ,  and  we  6 

don ' t .  7 

 We ' re  a l so  the  l as t  ho ldou t  where  8 

d i sc r im ina t i on  runs  f ree .   I t  i s  t ime;  i n  f ac t  i t  9 

i s  ove rdue  to  denounce  d isc r im ina t ion  as  i l l ega l ,  10 

wrong,  and  immora l .  11 

 Here  and  eve rywhere ,  I ' ve  quo ted  med ica l  12 

au thor i t ies  tha t  say  gender  i den t i f y ,  13 

t ransgender i sm,  i s  a  b io log i ca l  cond i t ion  14 

o r ig ina t ing  congen i ta l l y .   We  are  bo rn  th is  way.   15 

Fo r  decades the  exper t s ,  t h rough  research ,  have 16 

rea f f i rmed  t ransgender ism is  l i ke  le f t -17 

handedness .    18 

 I n  Queens and  Su f fo l k  we  a re  p ro tec ted  19 

f rom d iscr im ina t ion ,  bu t  as  soon  as  we  c ros s  tha t  20 

l i ne  i n to  Nassau  County ,  we ' re  exposed  to  h a rm 21 

f rom d iscr im ina t ion .   Madame Pres id ing  O f f i cer  22 

and a l l  leg i s la to rs ,  j o in  me  in  p roud ly  a f f i rm ing  23 

Nassau  i s  a l so  the  l and o f  t he  f ree  and the  home 24 

o f  t he  b rave ,  a  land  where  eve ryone is  equa l .   25 
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Don ' t  mere ly  p ledge jus t ice  fo r  a l l ,  l i ve  i t .  2 

 F ree  t ransgender  peop le  f rom the  wors t  3 

pa r t  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  fear ;  fear  o f  be ing  f i red  4 

f rom your  job ,  re fused  an  apar tmen t ,  o r  o the r  5 

impor tan t  l i f e  aspec ts .   B r ing  the  gender  l aw to  6 

the  f l oo r  and  pass  i t .    7 

 Doesn ' t  Nassau have enough  to  do  w i thout  8 

me  consuming  you r  t ime  eve ry  mon th?  Pass  t he  9 

gender  c la r i f i ca t i on  amendment ;  i t ' s  t he  r i gh t  10 

th ing  to  do ,  and  the  r igh t  t h ing  shou ld  neve r ,  11 

neve r  be  po l i t i c ized .   Even God wants  you t o  l ove  12 

your  ne ighbor  as  you rse l f .   Pass  the  l aw .  13 

 Thank you fo r  l i s ten ing .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  15 

Joanne .  16 

 Fa ruque Amin .  17 

 MR.  AMIN:    Good  a f te rnoon .    18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  19 

 MR.  AMIN:    My t i t le  i s  - -  I 'm  a  s tudent  20 

t rus tee  a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege.   And a s  Mr .  21 

P r ime has  spoken ,  I 'm ac tua l l y  speak ing  reg a rd ing  22 

the  same mat te r ,  regard ing  the  M i t che l  F ie l d .  23 

 My  g rave  concern  regard ing  wha t ' s  go ing  24 

to  ge t  vo ted  on  today  is  t ha t  I  had no  know l edge  25 
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on  any  o f  th i s  i n fo rma t ion ,  as  a  s tudent  le ader  2 

and a l so  as  a  t rus tee .   Ne i the r  - -  as  fa r  as  my 3 

unders tand ing ,  I  have spoken  to  a  coup le  o f  o the r  4 

t rus tees ,  ne i the r  do  have any  know ledge o f  t h i s  5 

dea l  o r  th is  ru l ing  tha t ' s  go ing  to  take  p la ce  6 

th is  a f te rnoon.  7 

 I  have  handed  ou t  the  le t te r  t ha t  I  have  8 

wro te .   What  I  am reques t ing  - -  I 'm no t  ask i ng  9 

wh ich  s ide  you shou ld  vo te  on .   I  am k ind ly  10 

ask ing  fo r  you to  g i ve  us  the  oppor tun i t y  a s  a  11 

co l l ege,  as  a  board ,  and  a lso  the  s tuden t  m embers  12 

and s tuden t  l eaders ,  t o  have  us  take  a  l ook  a t  i t  13 

to  see  wha t ' s  go ing  on .  14 

 We were  in fo rmed  o f  th is  s i t ua t i on ,  15 

i nc lud ing  ou r  s tuden t  gove rnment  p res ident ,  Logan 16 

Kenya,  as  I  had  ment ioned,  on  Sa tu rday .   We  have  17 

spoken  cons tan t l y  over  the  phone  w i th  the  o the r  18 

t rus tees  and  o ther  s tudent  l eaders ,  pa rents ,  and  19 

a l so  teams  he re  a t  Nassau,  and  we a l l  fee l  t ha t  20 

th is  shou ld  be  tab led  un t i l  we  look  in to  th i s  21 

fu r the r  and f ind  ou t  wha t  i s  rea l l y  go ing  o n  and  22 

what  i s  happen ing .   We wou ld  l i ke  some 23 

in fo rmat ion .   And we  jus t  ask  fo r  t ime .  24 

 I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  you ve ry  much fo r  25 
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l i s ten ing .   And  p lease  do  cons ider  tab l i ng  th i s  2 

mo t ion  so  we  can  fu r ther  l ook  in to  th i s .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  5 

Jacobs .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   H i .   Excuse  7 

me .   I  wan ted  to  thank  you ,  n umber  one ,  fo r  8 

coming  down.   You have  to  unders tand ,  we  d i d  9 

tab le  th is  mo t ion  the  las t  t ime we  met ,  bec ause 10 

we ,  too ,  had  ques t ions  and  the re  a re  s t i l l  11 

ques t ions  ou t  t here ,  i n  my  m ind anyway ,  leg a l  12 

ques t ions  as  to  the  who le  s i t ua t ion  in  f ron t  o f  13 

us .   So we  have  ques t ions  a l so .   14 

 I t ' s  no t  necessa r i l y  - -  i t ' s  up  to  the  15 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  i f  t h i s  i s  go ing  to  be  up  fo r  a  16 

vo te  today .   I t ' s  s t i l l  tab led .   So i t  does n ' t  17 

mean  i f  you  don ' t  hear  anybody  ta l k ing  abou t  i t  18 

tha t  i t  passed.   I t  may no t  even  come up  i f  i t ' s  19 

no t  un - tab led .   Do  you  know what  I 'm  say ing?   20 

I t ' s  a l ready  tab led .   I t ' s  on l y  the  Ru les  21 

Commi t tee  tha t  vo tes  on  th is ,  and th is  i s  n o t  the  22 

Ru les  Commi t tee .   Th is  i s  the  Fu l l  Leg .   A l though 23 

your  comments  w i l l  be  made  pa r t  o f  t he  Ru le s  24 

Commi t tee .  25 
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 MR.  AMIN:    R igh t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So i f  i t ' s  no t  un -3 

tab led ,  then  i t ' s  a  moot  po in t  un t i l  we ge t  more  4 

i n fo rmat ion ,  wh ich  o f  course  then i t  wou ld  be  5 

read i l y  shared w i th  everybody  anyway .  6 

 MR.  AMIN:    Wel l ,  as  a  s tuden t  t rus tee ,  I  7 

th ink  one o f  the  g rea t  t h ings ,  as  I  learn  an d 8 

exper ience  th roughou t  my  days .   One o f  t he  th ings  9 

tha t  I  l ea rned i s  tha t  we shou ldn ’ t  be  mak i ng  a  10 

dec i s ion  on  someth ing  tha t  we  don ' t  have  fa c ts  11 

on .    12 

 I  pe rsona l ly  fee l  i f  i t  i s  a l ready  tab led  13 

a t  t h i s  po in t ,  my unders tand ing  is  t he re  was  a  14 

vo te  tha t ' s  go ing  to  be  tak ing  p lace  by  the  15 

ru l i ng  commi t tee .   And  the  reason why I 'm 16 

speak ing  r igh t  now i s  fo r  the  ru l i ng  commi t tee  to  17 

unders tand  tha t  as  a  s tudent  I 'm  concerned,  a l so  18 

as  a  t rus tee  I 'm  concerned  tha t  no th ing  has  come 19 

ac ross .    20 

 I  s i t  on  the  f i nance  commi t te e  a t  the  21 

Co l l ege.   Norma l ly  th i s  k ind  o f  in fo rmat ion  o f  22 

th is  magn i tude wou ld  go  th rough the  f i nance  23 

commi t tee .   And  I  haven ' t  hea rd  any th ing ,  a nd 24 

tha t ' s  t he  reason,  you  know,  I 'm  here  today  fo r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  15 Full Legislature – 3-18-13 

the  ru l i ng  commi t tee ,  on  beha l f  o f  t he  s tude nts ,  2 

the  leaders ,  and  the  t rus tee .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Ac tua l l y ,  l e t  me 4 

te l l  you  a  coup le  o f  t h ings .  5 

 Number  one ,  you ' re  abso lu te l y  r i gh t ,  6 

everyone  shou ld  know wha t  they ' re  vo t i ng  on  7 

whenever  they  vo te  on  any th ing .   To ta l l y  - -  8 

abso lu te ly ,  we a re  i n  ag reemen t .  9 

 Second ly ,  th i s  norma l l y  wou ld  no t  even  10 

come to  the  co l l ege because th is  i s  no t  a  11 

mone ta ry  o r  f inanc ia l  s i tua t i on  w i th  the  Co l lege .   12 

You have  peop le  up  here  who a re  ve ry  good f r iends  13 

o f  t he  Co l lege and  rea l l y  cons ider  i t  a  jew e l  in  14 

th is  County .   So  we ' re  on l y  go ing  to  wan t  t o  do  15 

what  w i l l  be  good fo r  everybody invo lved ,  w hethe r  16 

i t ' s  Mo l loy  o r  cer ta in ly  i t  be ing  Nassau  17 

Commun i t y  Co l lege.   So  I  t h ink  you  can  res t  18 

assu red tha t  no  one up  here  i s  go ing  to  vo t e  on  19 

someth ing  - -  I  wou ld  hope eve ryone  wou ld  no t  vo te  20 

fo r  any th ing  tha t  they  fee l  i n  any  way  wou l d  be  21 

de t r imen ta l .  22 

 We a re  s t i l l  see ing .   We a re  s t i l l  23 

l i s ten ing .   We a re  happy  you  came down to  t a lk  to  24 

us .   And  le t ' s  see  wha t  happens la te r .  25 
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 MR.  AMIN:   I  jus t  want  to  - -  I  don ' t  2 

th ink  th is  po in t  rea l l y ,  as  I  ment ioned in  t he  3 

l e t te r  - -  one o f  t he  th ings  t ha t  I  wan ted to  a lso  4 

come across  i s  s tudent  governmen t  a t  Nassau  5 

Commun i t y  Co l lege funds  the  teams and the  6 

p rog rams ,  the  spor ts  teams  tha t  we  have the re .   7 

As  I  men t ioned,  w i th  our  l as t  aud i t ,  we fund  them 8 

w i th  about  $1 .1  mi l l ion  fo r  a l l  the  prog ram s  and  9 

want  no t .    10 

 And I  can  assure  you ,  f rom my  11 

unders tand ing ,  obv ious ly  I  can  be  wrong.   O nce  12 

aga in ,  I 'm  a l so  look ing  fu r the r  in to  i t  and  I  13 

need  t ime.   D isp lac ing  and  a l so  re loca t i on ,  l i ke ,  14 

to  E isenhower  w i l l  cos t  the  t eams and the  15 

p rog rams  a  l o t  more  money.   Once  aga in ,  fo r  us  to  16 

- -  a l l  o f  us ,  so  we have  a  be t te r  unders tand ing  -17 

-  and I  unders tand  i t  doesn ' t  have  to  come t o  the  18 

Co l l ege,  as  you  exp la ined,  and  I  unders tand  tha t .   19 

However ,  as  a  concerned s tude n t  and as  a  20 

concerned t rus tee ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  l ook  in t o  tha t  21 

and have  fu r the r  i n fo rma t ion  on  i t ,  as  we l l ,  22 

myse l f .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  unders tand.  24 

 MR.  AMIN:    Thank you.  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  2 

Fa ruque.  3 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Excuse  me,  Norma.   4 

Wh i le  we ' re  on  th i s  sub jec t ,  can  I  say  some th ing  5 

abou t  tha t?  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Of  cou rse .  7 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    And I  d idn ' t  t ake  8 

the  oppor tun i ty  ea r l ie r .   I  j us t  wan ted to  po in t  9 

ou t  tha t  we had  w i th  us  ea r l i e r  Mr .  Pr ime - -  I 'm  10 

no t  su re  i f  he  gave h i s  appearance ,  bu t  he  i s ,  as  11 

I 'm su re  you  apprec ia te ,  t he  Cha i rman o f  th e  12 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege  Board ,  he  i s  a l so  the  13 

mayor  o f  Sou th  F lo ra l  Pa rk ,  and he  i s  a l so  14 

i nvo lved  as  an  a t to rney  in  bus iness .   He  ha s  15 

g i ven up  h is  t ime to  come he re  and  ta l k  to  the  16 

l eg i s la tu re .   Bu t  he  asked  some ques t ions  t ha t  I  17 

don ' t  th ink  were  j us t  rhe tor i ca l .   He ' s  a ls o  18 

wr i t ten  le t te rs  to  the  parks  commiss ione r ,  f o r  19 

wh ich  he  has  no t  go t ten  any  answers  to .   Wh i le  he  20 

i s  here ,  can  we  have  h im come back  up ,  perha ps  21 

re -ask  those  ques t ions ,  and maybe ge t  those  22 

answers?  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  24 

T ro iano,  we w i l l  have the  members  o f  t he  Pa rks  25 
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Depar tment  and those  who  a re  i nvo lved in  th i s  2 

p rocess  he re  to  speak du r ing  the  Ru les  Comm i t tee  3 

and address  those concerns .  4 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  unders tand  the re  5 

i s  a  p rocess  and  a  p rocedure  fo r  eve ry th ing .   I  6 

was g i v ing  h i s  appearance to  i nd ica te  how b usy  he  7 

i s .   And  to  ask  h im to  wa i t  un t i l  we  have t he  8 

Ru les  Commi t tee  meet ing  when  he is  here  now,  and  9 

there  are  o ther  peop le  who  have in fo rmat ion  who 10 

a re  he re  now to  answer ,  maybe  i f  we cou ld  j us t  11 

take  h im out  o f  o rde r .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    The i t em tha t  13 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  i s  no t  on  th is  ca lendar ,  i t ' s  14 

on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .   And  th i s  i s  pub l ic  15 

comment .  16 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I  unders tand  tha t .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And a t  t h i s  t ime ,  18 

I  know Mr .  P r ime  has  l eg i t ima te  ques t ions  a nd I  19 

know tha t  those  who are  go ing  to  answer  tho se 20 

ques t ions  have heard  those  ques t ions ,  and w e  w i l l  21 

ask  them to  address  them dur ing  the  Ru les  22 

Commi t tee .  23 

 Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  24 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .   I ' l l  25 
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be  b r ie f .  2 

 I  th ink  th is  i ssue  i s  genera t i ng  many 3 

comments ,  many ques t ions .   As  more  g roups  b ecome 4 

aware  o f  wha t  we ' re  cons ider ing ,  t hey 'd  l i k e  to  5 

we igh  in ,  as  wou ld  I .   I 'm  so  p leased tha t  w e 6 

have  pub l i c  comment  today  because i t  g ives  o ther  7 

l eg i s la to rs  a  chance  jus t  to  say  someth ing  about  8 

the  issue.   And  th is  goes  more  to  the  po in t  o f  I  9 

t ru l y  be l i eve  th is  i s  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  be  10 

heard  by  the  en t i re  leg i s la tu re .   I 'm go ing  to  11 

use th is  oppor tun i ty  to  sugges t  tha t  t h i s  b e  12 

someth ing  tha t  ac tua l l y ,  once  i t  goes  th rou gh 13 

Ru les ,  i f  i t  does  go  th rough  Ru les ,  tha t  i t  i s  14 

someth ing  tha t  i s  agenda  fo r  t he  en t i re  15 

l eg i s la tu re  to  op ine  on .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  17 

l e t  you  know tha t  the  Co l l ege  does  rece ive  our  18 

agendas fo r  t he  commi t tees ,  as  we l l  as  the  19 

ca lendar .   And I  know i t ' s  g i ven  to  the  cou nse l  20 

a t  t he  Co l lege and  to  the  F inance Depar tmen t .   21 

Now,  wha t  they  do  w i th  tha t  i n fo rmat ion ,  I  don ' t  22 

know.   But  hope fu l l y  i t ' s  d i sseminated  to  t hose 23 

who i t  shou ld  be  d issemina ted  to ,  espec ia l l y  t he  24 

co l l ege board .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  20 Full Legislature – 3-18-13 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    And  I  t hank  you  2 

fo r  tha t  response.   Bu t  I  am request ing  tha t  t h i s  3 

i s  someth ing  tha t  the  en t i re  l eg is la tu re  wo u ld  be  4 

ab le  to  pa r t i c i pa te  in  the  d i scuss ion  o f .  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  w i l l  t ake  i t  6 

under  adv i semen t ,  Jud i .  7 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  app rec ia te  i t ,  8 

Norma.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  10 

Denenberg .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  t o  the  two 12 

speakers ,  the  s tuden t  speaker  as  we l l  as  the  13 

cha i rman  o f  t he  board .   I ’m thank ing  you  fo r  14 

coming  down here .   15 

 And what  Leg is la to r  Boswor th  j us t  b rough t  16 

up  i s  an  i ssue tha t  I  fee l  ve ry  s t rong ly  ab out ,  17 

bo th  under  the  Char te r  o f  Nassau  County ,  wo u ld  18 

requ i re  a  loca l  law and a  vo te  by  the  Fu l l  19 

Leg is la tu re ,  as  we l l  as  under  a l iena t ion  o f  20 

pa rk land  under  s ta te  l aw  wou ld  requ i re  a  vo te  no t  21 

on ly  by  th is  fu l l  body  bu t  a l so  by  the  s ta t e  22 

l eg i s la tu re .   I 'm go ing  to  be  submi t t i ng  a  memo 23 

f rom Bruce  P ie l ,  who  i s  the  P res iden t  o f  Pa rk  24 

Nassau ,  to  tha t  ex ten t ,  tha t  he  be l i eves  th i s  25 
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t ype  o f  a r rangement  i s  a  30  year  l ease  tha t  i s  2 

a l iena t ion  o f  pa rk land .    3 

 And no t  on ly  i t  be  tab led  in  Ru les  4 

because o f  some o f  t he  ques t ions  you  b rough t  up ,  5 

bu t  i t ' s  rea l l y  an  i ssue  as  to  whe ther  you ' re  fo r  6 

i t  o r  aga ins t  i t ,  tha t  t he  p roper  p rocess  sh ou ld  7 

be  fo l lowed.   I  th ink  in  Ru les  Leg is la to r  J acobs  8 

b rough t  up  the  p rocess  aga in  and  aga in  be fo re  i t  9 

was tab led .   And  I  wou ld  j us t  say  i f  i t ' s  g o ing   10 

to  be  un - tab led  today ,  i t  rea l l y  shou ld  go  a f te r  11 

Ru les  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  as  we l l  as  in  12 

commi t tees .   We have  a  parks  commi t tee  tha t  13 

shou ld  have heard  such  an  issue.   And tha t  wou ld  14 

g i ve  the  pub l ic  more  o f  an  oppor tun i ty  to  k now 15 

what 's  go ing  on  and more  o f  an  oppor tun i ty  to  be  16 

heard .  17 

 Counse l  fo r  t he  mino r i ty ,  on  beha l f  o f  18 

the  mino r i ty ,  Pe te r  K le in ,  has  wr i t t en  a  le t te r  19 

to  the  a t to rney  genera l ,  as  we l l  as  the  so l i c i to r  20 

genera l ,  seek ing  the i r  op in ion  as  to  whe the r  th i s  21 

ma t te r  i s  an  a l i enat ion  o f  pa rk land and whe the r  22 

i t  r equ i res  a  vo te  o f  the  Fu l l  Leg .   A  vo te  o f  23 

the  Fu l l  Leg  wou ld  be  requ i red  fo r  any  t ype  o f  24 

l ease ar rangement .   How a  30  yea r  dea l  i s  n o t  a  25 
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lease ar rangement ,  j us t  because we  wan t  to  ca l l  2 

i t  a  use  and  occupancy ,  i s  beyond me becaus e  i t  3 

commi ts  the  coun ty  fo r  30-p lus  yea rs  and  the  4 

coun ty  can ' t  a rb i t ra r i l y  o r  capr ic ious ly  rev oke 5 

tha t  use  perm i t ;  t ha t  sounds  l i ke  a  lease,  6 

because tha t ' s  wha t  i t  i s .    7 

 So  my concern  i s  no t  j us t  whe the r  th is  i s  8 

good  o r  bad,  whe ther  we 've  g i ven  eve ryone a n  9 

oppor tun i t y .   Leg is la to r  Jacobs las t  commi t tee ,  10 

be fo re  i t  was  tab led ,  asked abou t  the  proces s ,  11 

asked i f  t he re  were  any  RFPs .   We ' re  concer ned  12 

abou t  the  process ,  and  we th ink  i t  shou ld  g o  to  13 

Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .   And  I 'm  a l so  go ing  to  su bmi t  14 

tha t  on  beha l f  o f  Pa rk  Nassau .  15 

 Thank you.  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  17 

N ico le l l o .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t ,  I  want  to  19 

respond to  tha t .   I  th ink  the re  is  some 20 

m is in fo rma t ion  be ing  pu t  ou t  t he re .  21 

 Bas ica l l y ,  we  have  a  county  a t to rney 's  22 

op in ion  tha t  has  been submi t ted  and i t  f o l l ows  a  23 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  op in ion  f rom the  Suozz i  24 

admin i s t ra t i on  -  ac tua l l y  I  t h ink  i t ' s  t he  s ame 25 
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a t to rney  who  w i l l  be  be fore  us  on  a  ve ry  s i m i la r  2 

i t em - -  tha t  t h i s  i s  no t  a  l ease ,  i t  i s  a  3 

l i cense,  and  by  Char te r  i t  goes  to  the  Ru le s  4 

Commi t tee  and  no t  to  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re .  5 

 So  I  t h ink  we  have  to  re ly  on  what  the  6 

coun ty  a t to rney  is  t e l l i ng  us .   We ' re  fo l lo w ing  7 

the  process  tha t ' s  se t  f o r th  i n  the  Char te r .   To ,  8 

you know,  p i ck  th i s  ou t  and say  le t ' s  pu t  i t  9 

be fo re  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re ,  i t  makes po l i t i ca l  10 

po in ts  bu t  i t ' s  no t  the  r i gh t  th ing  to  do ,  n umber  11 

one.   Number  two ,  i t ' s  i ncons is ten t  w i th  wh a t ' s  12 

been  done in  the  pas t  when  the  then-mino r i t y  was  13 

in  the  major i t y  and they  ac tua l l y  fo l l owed the  14 

coun ty  a t to rney ' s  op in ion  under  Suozz i .    15 

 So ,  as  I  sa id ,  i t ' s  ve ry  s im i la r  t o  a  16 

p r io r  dea l .   I t ' s  a  ma t te r  t ha t  shou ld  go  to  the  17 

Ru les  Commi t tee ,  i s  go ing  to  the  Ru les  Comm i t tee ,  18 

and w i l l  be  cons idered  the re .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Po in t  o f  o rder ,  20 

to  the  Cha i r .   He was comment ing  on  what  I  sa id .   21 

And as  fo l low  as  -  Leg is la to r  N ico le l l o ,  wha t  I  22 

sa id  does  go  exac t ly  t o  the  l ega l  po in ts  un der  23 

s ta te  pa rk land a l i enat ion ,  as  we l l  as  ou r  c oun ty  24 

char te r .   And  to  re l y  s imp ly  on  the  op in ion  o f  25 
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ou r  coun ty  a t to rney ,  I  t h ink  he ' s  O fo r  sev en.   2 

We re l ied  h im on  the  county  guaran tee  tha t  cos t  3 

the  taxpayers  m i l l ions .   We r e l i ed  on  h im 4 

rega rd ing  NIFA.  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    S tay  on  the  i t em.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  cos t  mi l l ions .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  8 

Denenberg ,  s tay  on  the  i tem.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  on  the  10 

i t em,  ou r  county  a t to rney  has  g i ven us  bum 11 

op in ion  a f te r  bum op in ion ,  and  I  rea l l y  wou ldn ' t  12 

be  re l y ing  on  h i s  op in ion  on  s ta te  park land .    13 

 He  wro te  to  the  s ta te  a t to rney  genera l  14 

tha t  our  counse l  can ' t  i nqu i re ,  f rom Er i c  15 

Schne ide rman  as  ou r  a t to rney  genera l ,  fo r  a n  16 

op in ion ,  and  tha t ' s  jus t  ou t r i gh t  wrong aga i n .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Po in t  o f  o rde r ,  i f  I  18 

may.   Th is  i s  -  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Th rough the  20 

Cha i r .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     pub l i c  comment ,  30  22 

m inu tes  fo r  t hem to  speak and  no t  Dave  Dene nberg  23 

to  speak .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Ho ld  on .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  he 's  2 

i n te r rup t i ng .   I  was  respond ing  to  Leg is la t o r  3 

N ico le l l o .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  5 

Denenberg ,  2009 ,  we had the  same s i tua t i on  w i th  6 

the  ice  bubb le .   Remember  the  bubb le?    The  7 

tenn is  bubb le ,  I 'm  sor ry .   An d  aga in ,  Lo rna  8 

Goodman was the  coun ty  a t to rney  and she d id  no t  -9 

-  she  ru led  in  favor  o f  the  c ommi t tee .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  you  11 

know wha t?  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Can we  go on?  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  see  Lo rna 14 

Goodman he re  - -  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  16 

Denenberg  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and a  ten  year  18 

l ease on  a  bubb le  is  no t  wha t  we ' re  ta lk ing  19 

abou t .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I  wou ld  l i ke  to  21 

hear  f rom the  res t  o f  the  pub l ic .   Thank  yo u  very  22 

much .  23 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    I 'm  a  pub l i c  and  I 'm the  24 

l i s t ,  bu t  th i s  i s  ve ry  germane  to  what  you a re  25 
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ta lk ing  abou t  r i gh t  now.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    What  i s  your  3 

name?  4 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    My  name i s  E i leen  Mun tz  -  M-5 

U-N-T-Z.   I 'm  on  the  l i s t .  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    There  are  two 7 

o the r  speakers  be fore  you.  8 

 The nex t  speaker  i s  Fr isenda  F rank ,  i s  9 

i t ?   F rank  F r isenda,  I 'm  sor ry .  10 

  MR.  FRISENDA:    H i .   Good  a f te rnoon .   My 11 

name i s  Frank  F r isenda .   I ’m  jus t  a  low ly  12 

p ro fesso r  a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  so  I 'm no t  13 

on  the  l i s t  o f  i n fo rma t ion  as  i t  goes  th rou gh the  14 

board  or  t he  admin is t ra t ion  as  to  when  th in gs  15 

happen .  16 

 I  know many o f  you  s i t t i ng  up  there  and I  17 

know your  commi tment  to  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege ,  18 

and I  ce r ta in ly  do  apprec ia te  i t ,  we  a l l  19 

apprec ia te  i t .  20 

 On  th i s  pa r t i cu la r  i ssue ,  th i s  i s  the  21 

M i tche l  F ie ld  comp lex ,  I  j us t  want  to  say  t ha t  22 

the  - -  I 'm  he re  on  beha l f  o f  t he  fu l l - t ime 23 

facu l t y  o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege,  t he  ac ademic  24 

center ,  the  Cha i rs  Commi t tee ,  the  NCCFT fu l l - t ime 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  27 Full Legislature – 3-18-13 

un ion  represent ing  the  fu l l - t ime  facu l ty  ask ed  me 2 

to  come today  and speak.    3 

 We jus t  heard  abou t  th is  ove r  the  4 

weekend.   And  I ' ve  been on  the  phone  the  wh o le  5 

weekend speak ing  to  o the r  facu l t y  members ,  o ther  6 

s tuden ts .   I 'm invo lved w i th  many o f  t he  a t h le tes  7 

on  the  campus .   I ' ve  been on  the  Facu l ty -Stu dent  8 

Assoc ia t ion  o f  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege wh i ch  9 

oversees  some o f  t he  f i sca l  po l i c i es  w i th  r ega rd  10 

to  the  a th le t i c  teams.   I  know the re 's  a  lo ng 11 

h i s to ry  be tween  Mi tche l  F ie ld  and the  Count y  and  12 

the  Co l l ege.   And I  jus t  wan t  to  say  tha t  t here  13 

i s  so  mis in fo rma t ion ,  there  i s  so  much  confu s ion ,  14 

and there  are  so  many peop le  a t  Nassau  Comm uni ty  15 

Co l l ege tha t  w i l l  be  a f fec ted  by  th i s  dea l .   16 

Whethe r  i t ' s  a l i enat ion  o f  pa rk land,  o r  a  l ease,  17 

o r  a  l i cense ,  o r  a  use ,  o r  an  unders tand ing ,  you  18 

know,  i t ' s  hear ten ing  to  know and to  see  tha t  you 19 

a l l  ag ree.   But  hav ing  sa id  tha t ,  pe rhaps  a  20 

pub l ic  hea r ing  can  be  schedu led  a t  po in t  wh ere  21 

a l l  the  a f fec ted  cons t i t uents  can pu t  the i r  two 22 

cents  in  and  the i r  t h ree  m inu tes .  23 

 Thank you ve ry  much.   24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome,  25 
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Mr .  Fr isenda .  2 

 John  Capob ianco .   3 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    Thank you.   As  you  may  4 

reca l l ,  las t  week you guys  i nv i ted  me back  here  5 

today  to  ta l k  to  you  regard ing  the  county  6 

guaran tee ,  and tha t  leads  to  an  under l y ing  7 

p rob lem,  wh ich  i s  ou r  tax  assessment  sys tem .  8 

 W i th  regard  to  Loca l  Law 18-2 010 ,  wh ich  9 

was recent ly  dec la red  i l lega l  by  the  Appe l l a te  10 

D iv i s ion ,  I  u rge  you  to  no t  waste  the  taxpa yers '  11 

t ime  and  money pursu ing  what  l ooks  to  be  an  12 

imposs ib le  case  to  w in .   Wou ldn ' t  i t  be  be t te r  t o  13 

take  the  more  d i f f i cu l t  pa th  and  to  work  w i t h  the  14 

S ta te  Leg is la tu re  and the  Schoo l  Boards  15 

Assoc ia t ion  to  work  ou t  a  fa i r  and  equ i tab l e  16 

so lu t i on  to  the  tax  re fund  i ssue?  17 

 Shou ld  the  coun ty  p reva i l  in  i t s  appea l ,  18 

you w i l l  be  sh i f t i ng  the  burden o f  assessme n t  19 

e r ro rs  to  the  schoo l  t axpayers ,  s imp ly  mov i ng  an  20 

i t em o f f  you r  ba lance shee t  on to  the  schoo l  21 

d i s t r i c t ' s  ba lance  sheet .   The  t im ing  o f  th i s  22 

cou ldn ' t  be  any  worse .   As  schoo l  d i s t r i c ts  work  23 

to  s tay  w i th in  the i r  t ax  l evy  inc rease  cap,  the  24 

tax  funds  - -  t he  tax  re funds  wou ld  bus t  the i r  25 
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budgets .   2 

 Acco rd ing  to  the  Ass is tan t  Super in tenden t  3 

o f  Bus iness  fo r  the  Fa rm ingda le  Schoo l  D is t r i c t ,  4 

we  a re  fac ing  an  annua l  re fund  o f  somewhere  5 

be tween 2 .2  m i l l ion  and $7 .4  m i l l i on .   A t  t he  low 6 

end o f  t he  es t imate ,  t ha t  wou ld  consume our  7 

en t i re  tax  l evy  increase ,  wh ich  wou ld  leave  us  8 

t r y ing  to  f i nd  a  way  to  meet  our  o ther  s ta t e  9 

mandated  ob l i ga t ions  -  hea l th  insu rance 10 

increases ,  pens ion  i nc reases ,  i ssues  o f  wh i ch  you 11 

a re  no  doubt  fam i l ia r .  12 

 The dr iv ing  p rob lem o f  t he  county  re fund  13 

-  the  tax  re funds ,  i s  ou r  ass essment  sys tem.   14 

Acco rd ing  to  the  l as t  s ta t i s t i c  I  heard ,  95  15 

pe rcen t  o f  New York  Sta te ' s  p roper ty  tax  16 

g r ievances  emana te  f rom Nassau  County ;  some th ing  17 

needs to  be  done .   Wha t  I  am suggest ing  is  t he  18 

fo l l ow ing :    we  need  a  reboo t  o f  t he  assess men t  19 

sys tem,  a  move away f rom 1938  cons t ruc t i on  cos ts  20 

and cu r ren t  marke t  va lua t i ons .   I 'm suggest ing  a  21 

sys tem based  on  rea l  s t ruc tu res ,  rea l  ameni t ies ,  22 

rea l  f i x tu res  tha t  pu t  a  d ra in  on  ou r  23 

i n f ras t ruc tu re .   My sugges t ion  wou ld  be  som eth ing  24 

a long the  fo l low ing .  25 
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 Every  taxab le  p roper ty  i n  the  coun ty  2 

wou ld  be  ass igned a  po in t  va lue  based upon some 3 

o f  t he  fo l low ing :    de te rm ine  the  average l o t  4 

s i ze  o f  a  s ing le  fam i l y  dwe l l i ng ,  tha t  beco mes  5 

equa l  to  one  po in t .   Eve ry  s ing le  fami ly  dw e l l ing  6 

i n  the  county  wou ld  then  become a  mu l t ip le  o f  a  7 

f rac t i on  o f  t ha t  po in t .   Ass ign  a  po in t  fo r  every  8 

ba th room in  the  dwel l i ng .   Ass ign  a  po in t  f o r  9 

every  k i tchen  in  the  dwe l l ing .   Ass ign  a  po in t  10 

fo r  a  sw imming poo l .  Ass ign  a  po in t  fo r  a  p oo l ,  11 

fo r  an  e leva tor ,  e tce tera ,  e t ce tera ,  e tce te r a .   12 

Th is  cou ld  be  a  s ta r t i ng  po in t .   You  can  de c ide  13 

on  the  re la t i ve  va lues  o f  amen i t ies  and dra ins  on  14 

the  in f ras t ruc tu re .   Maybe  a  ha l f  ba th  i s  w or th  a  15 

ha l f  po in t ,  e tce te ra .   You  cou ld  enhance  th e  16 

sys tem f rom the re ,  o f fe r ing  tax  incent ives ,  i . e .  17 

reduc t ions  i n  po in ts ,  fo r  so la r  energy ,  18 

geothe rmal  heat ing ,  low f l ow  to i le ts ,  g rey  water  19 

sys tems,  e tce te ra .   You cou ld  then  app ly  a  20 

s imi la r  sys tem to  co -ops ,  condos  and  apar tme nt  21 

bu i l d ings .   You  cou ld  then  use  the  po in t  sy s tem 22 

as  a  s ta r t ing  po in t  fo r  commerc ia l  rea l  es t a te ,  23 

and u t i l i t i es .   Add up  the  to ta l  number  o f  po in ts  24 

i n  the  county ,  d iv ide  the  tax  levy  by  the  n umber  25 
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o f  po in ts ,  and eve ryone has  the i r  fa i r  shar e  to  2 

pay .   The po in t  sys tem wou ld  be  an  abso lu te  3 

accoun t ing  o f  amen i t ies  and d raws on  4 

i n f ras t ruc tu re .   You  e i the r  h ave  two  bathroo ms  o r  5 

you don ' t .   I f  you  don ’ t  wan t  - -  i f  you  wan t  to  6 

p rove you don ' t  have  two  bath rooms ,  then  yo u 've  7 

go t  to  l e t  someone  in  to  take  a  look  a t  you r  8 

p roper ty .   Everyone has  to  pay  the i r  f a i r  s hare ;  9 

no  more  po in t ing  about  my proper ty  i s  wor th  less  10 

than  h is ,  e t ce te ra .  11 

 So  those  a re  my  though ts .  12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  13 

much ,  Mr .  Capob ianco .  14 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r?  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .   Leg is la to r  16 

So lages .  17 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you.   Mr .  18 

Capob ianco ,  t hank  you ve ry  much fo r  coming down 19 

he re  today .   I  app rec ia te  you r  d ia logue.   I  have  20 

a  br ie f  ques t ion .  21 

 What  o ther  j u r i sd i c t ions  use  th i s  po in t  22 

sys tem? 23 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    To  my know ledge,  24 

nobody .   But  Nassau Coun ty  has  the  l ion ' s  s hare ,  25 
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95  percent  o f  t he  gr ievances  in  the  s ta te .   My  2 

schoo l  d is t r i c t  s t radd les  two  townsh ips  -  To wn  o f  3 

Oys ter  Bay ,  Town  o f  Baby lon .   We don ' t  have  the  4 

same p rob lems  in  the  Town o f  Baby lon .   The tax  5 

cap is  supposed  to  ge t  a l l  t he  res iden ts  to  6 

be l i eve  tha t  the i r  t ax  i nc rea se is  go ing  to  be  7 

two pe rcen t .   W i th  the  way  the  assessmen ts  worked 8 

l as t  yea r ,  we  had res idents  w i th  n ine ,  t en ,  and 9 

15  percent  i nc reases  i n  the i r  p roper ty  taxe s .   10 

I t ' s  j us t  -  i t ' s  a  s i l l y  sys t em.   And I  th in k  i f  11 

you went  w i th  a  more  abso lu te  sys tem,  where  you 12 

can ' t  po in t  f ingers  and c la im  tha t  you r  hou se 13 

i sn ' t  wo r th  wha t  i t ' s  wor th ,  you 've  go t  th r ee  14 

ba th rooms or  you  don ' t  have th ree  ba th rooms .  15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Thank you ve ry  much 16 

fo r  your  tes t imony .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Ford .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    S i r ,  I  thank  you ve ry  19 

much .   You  do  b r ing  up  some in te res t ing  20 

sugges t ions .   I  don ’ t  know.   I t  wou ld  be  n i ce  i f  21 

we  cou ld  genera l l y  l ook  a t  t hem.  22 

 Bu t  my  ques t ion  though  wou ld  be  - -  and  I  23 

l i ke  the  i dea ,  l i ke ,  w i th  the  po in t  sys tem on the  24 

ba th rooms and  k i tchens .   But  I  be l ieve  thou gh,  25 
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l i ke ,  a  lo t  o f  our  assessmen ts ,  and I 'm not  an  2 

exper t  bu t  I ' ve  been  to  enough  g r ievance  me e t ings  3 

tha t  I  know,  l i ke ,  where  peop le  can gr ieve  on .   I  4 

th ink  tha t  a  lo t  o f  t imes the  homes,  l i ke ,  you  5 

know,  l i ke  my  house is  a  two  fam i l y .   And be cause 6 

you wou ld  ge t  bu i l d ing  permi t s ,  you  know,  t o  pu t  7 

i n  ba throoms ,  k i tchens ,  and any  renova t ions ,  a l l  8 

tha t  becomes  pa r t  o f  t he  makeup o f  you r  hou se and 9 

how they  base .   So  they  w i l l  t hen take  a  lo ok  a t  10 

my  house  and  say  I  have,  l i ke ,  say  th ree  11 

ba th rooms,  two k i t chens ,  because  i t ' s  two f ami ly ,  12 

and then  they  base  the i r  assessmen t  on  tha t ,  13 

wh ich  I  th ink  m igh t  be  s im i la r  t o  what  you ' re  14 

recommending ,  as  we l l .   I  guess  the  concern  wou ld  15 

be ,  because a  l o t  o f  t imes  peop le  don ' t  a lw ays  16 

ge t  bu i l d ing  pe rmi ts  to  do  the  work  tha t  the y  do .  17 

 Bu t  I  rea l l y  th ink  i t  i s ,  th i s  assessmen t  18 

j us t  seems too  even.   L i ke ,  ge t  them unnerv ed as  19 

we l l ,  too ,  because  the re  j us t  seems l i ke  th e re  i s  20 

no  easy  so lu t ion .  21 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    I t  seems  l i ke  you t r ied  22 

to  f i x  i t  and i t  hasn ' t  been  f i xed .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yeah.  24 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    I  know we had some 25 
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super  duper  exper t  come in  and  I  haven ' t  se en any  2 

rea l  changes .   3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yeah.   Bu t  we  d id  go  4 

f rom the  1938  cons t ruc t i on ,  and I  th ink  eve r  5 

s ince  we  d id  tha t  we 've  been  in  a  wor ld  o f  hur t .   6 

I  say  go  back  to  those  cons t ruc t ion  pr ices .  7 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    That 's  how Town o f  8 

Baby lon  does  i t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yeah.   Bu t  you know 10 

what?   But  I  th ink  you  do  make  some rea l l y  good 11 

sugges t ions .  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 MR.  CAPOBIANCO:    Jus t  an  idea .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you aga in ,  15 

Mr .  Capob ianco.  16 

 E i leen  Mun tz .  17 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    Thank  you .   I 'm  E i l een Muntz  18 

f rom Wes tbury ,  New York .  19 

 A f te r  the  snows torm las t  mon th ,  the  a i r  20 

was f i l l ed  w i th  the  laughter  and  squea ls  o f  21 

de l i gh t  as  hundreds  and hundreds  o f  Nassau County  22 

fami l i es  used  S led  H i l l  a t  E i senhower  Park .   A  23 

week  la te r  i t  was  gone .   I  t h ink  th i s  i s  ex ac t ly  24 

what 's  happen ing  w i th  th is  fa c i l i t y  tha t  the  25 
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schoo l  uses .   Peop le  a re  ac t i ng  and no t  th i nk ing  2 

abou t  the  consequences .  3 

 There  is  so  l i t t le  open,  f ree  recrea t ion  4 

space in  cen t ra l  Nassau Coun ty  and  you  gave  i t  5 

away .   The re  is  an  i ndoor  i ce  arena th ree  m i les  6 

away  a t  Cant iague,  ou tdoor  ska t i ng  a t  Chr is topher  7 

More ly  and  Reckson  P laza ,  s i x  mi les  and th r ee-8 

quar te rs  o f  a  m i le  away,  and  ye t  you  g ive  a way  9 

pub l ic  park land  to  a  bus iness .  10 

 Res idents  wan t  open pa rk  a reas  to  wa lk ,  11 

to  r ide  b i kes ,  t o  ro l l e rb lade ,  and  to  s le ig h  12 

r i de ,  and you ' re  tak ing  tha t  away.   There  i s  no  13 

o the r  p lace  i n  cen t ra l  Nassau  Coun ty  tha t  I  know 14 

o f  f o r  peop le  to  s le igh  r i de .   Nex t  year  a f te r  a  15 

snowstorm you ' re  go ing  to  have  a  who le  l o t  o f  16 

peop le  show up and  they ' l l  be  say ing  wha t  i s  17 

th is?  18 

 Does  the  Can t iague  I ce  A rena make money 19 

fo r  the  Coun ty?   Does the  Aqua t i c  Center  a t  20 

E isenhower  Park  make  money  fo r  t he  County?   Wi l l  21 

the  taxpayers  have  to  pay  mi l l ions  to  re fu r b ish  22 

anothe r  ro t t i ng  ho le  i n  ten  years?   In  a  co up le  23 

o f  yea rs  w i l l  t he  ice  r i nk  be  coming  to  you  say ,  24 

oh ,  p lease ,  we need more  park ing?  And  you ' re  25 
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go ing  to  pave  over  more  o f  t ha t  open  a rea  i n  2 

E isenhower  Park?    Wha t  were  you  th ink ing  w hen  3 

you d id  th is?   And ,  p lease ,  p lease ,  I  don ' t  know 4 

how th is  cou ld  have been  so l ved.    5 

 I  know once i t ' s  done,  i t ' s  done .   But  I  6 

want  i t  in  t he  record  because  in  a  few  year s  I  7 

don ' t  want  peop le  coming  back  say ing ,  oops ,  we  8 

d idn ' t  rea l i ze .   I t  was  a  mis taken .   Oh,  we l l  we  9 

d id  i t  and  now we have  to  go  fo rward .   You go t  10 

r i d  o f  pub l i c ,  open recrea t ion  l and where  p eop le  11 

had a  f ree  oppor tun i ty  fo r  fu n  rec rea t ion  an d you 12 

gave  i t  to  a  bus iness .   And they ' re  no t  go i ng  to  13 

pay  rea l  es ta te  taxes .   There  is  no  incent i ve  fo r  14 

anothe r  bus iness  to  come in  and go  on to  Hem pstead 15 

Tu rnp ike  and  tu rn  tha t  vacan t  K-Mar t  i n to  16 

someth ing .   I f  peop le  thought  th is  was  a  goo d 17 

money mak ing  bus iness ,  t hey  cou ld  have  pu t  i t  18 

there .   P lease,  save  the  coun ty .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  20 

 Pe te r  Rosentha l .  21 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:     Good  a f te rnoon .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Good  a f te rnoon .  23 

 MR.  ROSENTHAL:    I 'm  Peter  Ro sen tha l  w i th  24 

the  League  o f  Women Vo te rs .   You 've  seen  us  25 
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mu l t ip le  t imes in  rega rds  to  red is t r i c t i ng .   And  2 

i t ' s  my unders tand ing  tha t  t he  county  execu t ive  3 

has ,  i n  fac t ,  s igned  the  red i s t r i c t i ng  l aw and  4 

there ' s  been  no  pub l ic i t y  abou t  th is .   He g ave  a  5 

S ta te  o f  t he  County  address  a nd th is  was  no t  6 

b rough t  up .  7 

 I  unders tand  tha t  there  are  add i t i ona l  8 

cos ts  tha t  a re  go ing  to  be  i ncur red  and 9 

add i t i ona l  cos ts  tha t  a re  be ing  - -  you  a re  b e ing  10 

reques ted  to  au tho r i ze .   I 'm  no t  sure  i f  th a t ' s  11 

the  Ru les  Commi t tee  or  t he  Leg is la tu re ,  i t se l f .   12 

In  l ook ing  a t  t he  agendas i t ' s  ra the r  d i f f i cu l t  13 

to  te l l  whether  there  is  any  add i t iona l  mon ey 14 

tha t ' s  about  to  be  a l l oca ted .   I  wou ld  ask ,  I  15 

th ink ,  i n  de ference to  the  pub l i c  i ssues  th a t  a re  16 

p laced  on  you r  pub l i c  agenda  be c lea r  as  to  17 

exac t l y  what  they ' re  ta l k ing  about .  18 

 Mu l t ip le  p lease  have  requested  an  19 

accoun t ing  fo r  t he  money  tha t  went  to  the  20 

red i s t r i c t ing  commiss ion ,  and  to  da te  I  am 21 

unaware  o f  anybody  be ing  ab le  to  ob ta in  tha t  22 

accoun t ing .   I  wou ld  ask  you  to  be  respec t f u l  o f  23 

the  pub l ic  and keep us  i n fo rmed and make  th ings  24 

more  t ransparen t .  25 
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 Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome,  3 

Mr .  Rosentha l .  4 

 That 's  a l l  t he  s l i ps  tha t  I  have  a t  th is  5 

t ime .   We are  now ready  to  beg in  w i th  the  f u l l  6 

ca lendar  o f  t he  leg i s la tu re .   The process  w i l l  be  7 

tha t  we ' l l  move  the  consen t  i t ems f i rs t ,  th a t  8 

means bo th  the  major i t y  and the  mino r i ty  ag ree  on  9 

many  o f  the  i tems tha t  a re  on  the  ca lendar  and  10 

where  there  a re  ques t ions  those i t ems w i l l  be  11 

ca l l ed  separa te l y .  12 

 I ’m go ing  to  beg in  w i th  the  f i rs t  i t ems 13 

on  the  consen t  ca lendar .  14 

 I t em 1 ,  wh ich  i s  Ord inance  29 ;  I tem 2 ,  15 

Ord inance 30 ;  I t em 3 ,  Ord inance 31 ;  I t em 4 ,  16 

Ord inance 32 ;  I t em 6 ,  Ord inance 34 ;  I t em 7 ,  17 

Ord inance 35 ;  I t em 8 ,  Ord inance 36 ;  I t em 10 ,  18 

Ord inance 38 ;  I t em 11,  Ord inance  39 ;  I tem 1 2 ,  19 

Ord inance 40 ;  I t em 13,  Ord inance  41 ;  I tem 14 ,  20 

Ord inance 42 ;  I t em 15,  Ord inance  43 ;  I tem 1 8 ,  21 

Ord inance 46 ;  I t em 19,  Ord inance  47 ;  I tem 2 1 ,  22 

Ord inance 49 ;  I t em 22,  Ord inance  50 ;  I tem 2 3 ,  23 

Ord inance 51 ;  I t em 25,  Reso lu t ion  45 ;  I t em 26,  24 

Reso lu t i on  46 ;  I tem 30 ,  Reso lu t i on  50 ;  I tem 31 ,  25 
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Reso lu t i on  51 ;  I tem 32 ,  Reso lu t i on  52 ;  I tem  33 ,  2 

Reso lu t i on  53 ;  I tem 34 ,  Reso lu t i on  54 ;  I tem  35 ,  3 

Reso lu t i on  55 ;  I tem 37 ,  Reso lu t i on  57 ;  I tem  38 ,  4 

Reso lu t i on  58 ;  I tem 39 ,  Reso lu t i on  59 ;  I tem  40 ,  5 

Reso lu t i on  60 ;  I tem 41 ,  Reso lu t i on  61 .  6 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  10 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  11 

 Any  comments?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  16 

the  consen t  ca lendar  as  ca l l ed  p lease ind ic a te  by  17 

say ing  aye .  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 Any  opposed?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 The i t ems pass  unan imous ly .  22 

 Leg is la to r  Dunne .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     I  j us t  wanted  to  - -  24 

one o f  t hose  i t ems  was  the  ap po in tment  o f  25 
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Beaumont  Je f fe rson  as  the  t reasu re r  o f  t he  County  2 

o f  Nassau.   I  don ' t  know i f  he 's  s t i l l  i n  t he  3 

room.   Beaumont  i s  i n  the  back ,  maybe i f  yo u  4 

cou ld  come up .   Beaumont  i s  a  t rus tee  in  th e  5 

v i l l age  I  rep resen t  in  Wes tbu ry ,  and  I  want  to  6 

congra tu la te  h im  on h i s  appo i n tmen t .   I  know  he ' s  7 

been  ac t ing  and  do ing  a  f i ne  j ob .  8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you ve ry  9 

much ,  Depu ty  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r .  10 

 Okay .   Mr .  Je f fe rson ,  le t ' s  go .  11 

 MR.  JEFFERSON:    I  j us t  want  to  - -  I  j us t  12 

wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  you fo r  your  app rova l  a nd the  13 

appo in tmen t .   And I  look  fo rward  to  cont inu ing  to  14 

do  the  j ob  tha t  I ' ve  been do ing  over  the  la s t  14  15 

months .   I  p lan  on  serv ing  the  County  o f  Na ssau,  16 

you know,  and  mak ing  a l l  t he  r igh t  dec is ion s  17 

abou t  how we  can  enhance  our  county ,  how we  can 18 

increase  our  inves tmen t ,  and  a lso  how we  ca n  19 

p roper ly  manage  ou r  bank  accounts .   And I  j us t  20 

wanted  to  aga in  thank  you.  21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  we lcome,  22 

Mr .  Je f fe rson .   And the  ve ry  bes t  to  you .  23 

 MR.  JEFFERSON:    Thank  you .  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Now fo r  the  f i rs t  25 
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i t em on the  non-consen t  ca len dar ,  wh ich  is  I tem 2 

8 ,  Ord inance  33 ,  an  ord inance  supp lementa l  t o  the  3 

annua l  app rop r ia t i on  o rd inance  in  connec t io n  w i th  4 

the  hea l th  depar tmen t .   I t ' s  I tem 5 ,  Ca lend ar  5 

Number  80 .  6 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  10 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  11 

 Mr .  May,  who  is  he re  to  speak  on  th i s  12 

i t em? 13 

 MS.  LAURAIN:   Marye l len  Laura in ,  14 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th .    15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We lcome,  Maryann .  16 

 Any  ques t ions  o f  Maryann  regard ing  th i s  17 

i t em?  Wha t  can  you te l l  us  abou t  i t ?   I  kn ow i t  18 

went  th rough  the  commi t tees .   I 'm su re  i t  w ent  19 

th rough Hea l th .   Th i s  i s  5 ,  Ord inance 33 .  20 

 A re  there  any  ques t ions  o f  Ms .  Lau ra in?  21 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Yeah .   I  have 22 

ques t ions ,  P res id ing  O f f i cer .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Okay .   Leg is la to r  24 

So lages .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Yes .   Thank you so  2 

much  fo r  be ing  here  today .   I  wou ld  l i ke  - -  las t  3 

t ime  I  asked  i f  an  award  l e t te r  was presente d  and 4 

i f  t he  award  le t te r  o f  i f  you  had in fo rmat i on  as  5 

to  how the  funds  wou ld  be  d i s t r i bu ted  or  us ed,  6 

spec i f i ca l l y  in  D is t r i c t s  1 ,  2 ,  o r  3 .   As  y ou may 7 

know,  there  was  a  ve ry  success fu l  fo rum on 8 

Februa ry  14  he ld  here  in  the  l eg is la t i ve  bu i ld ing  9 

rega rd ing  the  i ssues  o f  HIV/A IDS awareness .   10 

There  was a  l o t  o f  - -  I  p resen ted  to  you r  o f f i ce  11 

a  l i nk  to  the  YouTube v ideo f rom tha t  fo rum .   I  12 

wou ld  l i ke  to  know jus t  spec i f i ca l l y  as  to  the  13 

award  le t te r  and  a lso  as  to  how much  o f  the  funds  14 

w i l l  be  used  in  D is t r i c t s  1 ,  2 ,  and 3 ,  15 

respec t i ve ly .  16 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Okay .   I  ac tua l l y  j us t  17 

asked tha t .   I  j us t  go t  an  e- mai l .   Th is  i s  a  18 

pa r t ia l  award .   I  do  no t  be l i eve  we have  th e  fu l l  19 

award  ye t .   We ' re  expec t ing  i t .   We do  i t  t h is  20 

way so  no t  t o  have  a  b reak  i n  se rv ices .    21 

 Th is  award  i s  f o r  a l l  o f  Long  Is land .   22 

The way the  fede ra l  gove rnmen t ,  they  c lass i f y  us  23 

as  a  reg ion .   Nassau  County  has  a  - -  Nassau  and 24 

Su f fo l k  had se lec ted  Un i ted  Way to  admin is t e r  the  25 
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p rog ram.   And  i t ' s  f o r  peop le  who are  in fec ted  o r  2 

a f fec ted  by  H IV .   I  can  g i ve  you  a  l i s t .   T here  3 

a re  many ,  many agenc ies  -  den ta l ,  hosp i ta l -b ased  4 

hea l th  cen te rs  fo r  peop le  who  are  a f fec ted  by  5 

H IV/AIDS,  lega l  se rv ices ,  and  i t ' s  t h rougho u t  6 

Nassau  and  Su f fo lk  County .   And Su f fo l k  Cou n ty  7 

can go  to  Nassau ,  Nassau  Coun ty  can go  to  8 

Su f fo l k .   I  have  an  ar ray  o f  t he  fund ing  ch a r t s ;  9 

one i t ' s  f ina l i zed  I  can  cer ta in ly  g ive  tha t  t o  10 

you.  11 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    I  wou ld  rea l l y  much 12 

apprec ia te  tha t .   Bu t  a l so ,  I  wou ld  a l so  as k  o f  13 

you fo r  more  invo lvement  on  th is  i ssue  as  i t  14 

re la tes  to  the  d is t r i c ts  I  ju s t  ment ioned.   A t  15 

the  fo rum,  much  tes t imony was  prov ided  as  t o  how 16 

- -  as  you may know,  we  have n eve r  le f t  c r i s i s  17 

mode .   The  ra te  cont inues  to  i nc rease he re  i n  18 

Nassau  County .   Acco rd ing  to  the  CDC,  th is  19 

suburban  coun ty  ranks  as  one  o f  the  h ighes t  20 

coun t ies ,  in  te rms  o f  i t s  in fec t ion  ra te  am ongst  21 

women.   So  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  l ea rn  as  to  what  22 

spec i f i c  s t ra teg ies  and e f fo r t s .   I  d id  spe ak to  23 

seve ra l  ind i v idua ls  in  you r  o f f i ce ,  as  we l l  as  24 

Ms .  Cummings  and  Mr .  Ray  Thomas.   I  wou ld  l i ke  to  25 
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know wha t  spec i f i c  e f fo r ts  a r e  we commi t ted  to  i n  2 

engag ing  i n  those commun i t ies .  3 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I  wou ld  be  happy to  even 4 

se t  up  a  mee t ing  w i th  your  o f f i ce .  5 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    P lease ,  can you 6 

p lease  p rov ide  to  my  o f f i ce  the  ac tua l  awar d  7 

l e t te r  f o r  t he  par t i a l  con t r i bu t ion?  8 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Cer ta in ly .   I  cou ld  even 9 

see i f  I  have  i t  i n  my  packe t  today .   We ca n  10 

ce r ta in l y  s i t  down  and  mee t  w i th  you .  11 

 I  ac tua l l y  ca l l ed  your  o f f i ce  on  the  12 

F i f t h ,  w i th  Caro lyn ,  t o  d i scuss ,  and  she  d i d  say  13 

tha t  you  had  add i t iona l  ques t i ons .   Bu t  we ' d  be  14 

happy to  s i t  down and d i scuss  no t  jus t  t he  Ryan 15 

Wh i te  p rog ram bu t  what  the  Depar tmen t  o f  He a l th  16 

does  as  a  s t ra tegy  to  ge t  e i t her  peop le  tes ted  o r  17 

to  i n fo rm them o f  se rv ices  tha t  migh t  be  18 

ava i lab le .   I f  you 'd  l i ke ,  we  can ce r ta in ly  s i t  19 

down  and  d iscuss  i t  fu r the r .  20 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Abso lu te ly .   Thank  21 

you ve ry  much .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Ford .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Good a f te rnoon.   I  24 

want  to  thank  you a l so  fo r  a  j ob  we l l  done.   I  25 
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know tha t  espec ia l l y  w i th  eve ry th ing  go ing  on ,  2 

the  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th  has  been ve ry  3 

respons ive ,  espec ia l l y  down in  my d i s t r i c t ,  w i th  4 

peop le  - -  f rom Hur r i cane  Sand y .  5 

 I  guess  when  we  look  a t  th is ,  how is  i t  6 

tha t  t he  i n fo rma t ion ,  I  guess ,  t ha t  Un i ted  Way  7 

wou ld  be  the  one  tha t  wou ld  ga ther  th i s  8 

i n fo rmat ion  to  d is t r ibu te  the  fund ing  or  th e  9 

necessary  ca re  o r  whatever  fo r  peop le  w i th  H IV .  10 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    I t ' s  done  th rough  the  RFP 11 

p rocess .   The  agenc ies  - -  the re  are ,  I  have  a  12 

who le  l i s t ing .   A  lo t  o f  i t  i s  med ica l ,  leg a l  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yeah.  14 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    f ood,  den ta l .   So  the re 's  15 

a  who le  ar ray .   I  cou ld  ce r ta in l y  share  i t  w i th  16 

a l l  the  leg i s la to rs .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Because  how do you - -  18 

how do  you  ge t  t he  i n fo rma t ion  on ,  l i ke ,  wh ere  19 

bas i ca l l y  - -  where  a re  those tha t  need  these  20 

se rv ices  mos t?    How do you g e t  the  in fo rma t ion?   21 

How do  you  iden t i f y?   L i ke ,  do  you  know - -  l i ke ,  22 

does  i t  come f rom the  hosp i ta l s?    Do they  have 23 

to  - -  w i thou t  g i v ing  names  do  they  repor t  t he  24 

number  o f  HIV  pa t ien ts  tha t  t hey  see?  25 
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 MS.  LAURAIN:    H IV  da ta ,  peop le  who are  2 

i n fec ted  w i th  H IV,  i t  i s  repo r ted  to  the  s ta te  3 

and tha t ' s  kept  conf iden t ia l .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  know tha t ,  yeah .  5 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Bu t  no t  eve ryone who - -  6 

some peop le  have  the i r  own  insurance  and  th ey  7 

choose  no t  t o  use  the  se rv ices .   But  I 'm  su re  8 

they  p robab ly  - -  I 'm  no t  100  percent  pos i t i ve ,  9 

bu t  they  p robab ly  do  co l lec t  z ip  code leve l  da ta .   10 

I ' d  have  to  check  on  tha t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So then  ac tua l l y  th is  12 

wou ld  be  so  tha t  i f  somebody  doesn ' t  have h ea l th  13 

ca re ,  they  wou ld  go  th rough the  Ryan  Whi te  A IDS 14 

Founda t ion  and  they  wou ld  ge t  money?  15 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    R igh t .   I  be l i eve  i t ' s  16 

ca l l ed  - -  I  don ' t  have  in  f ro n t  o f  me.   They  may  17 

be  the  payer  o f  las t  resor t ;  I 'm  no t  exac t l y  sure  18 

and I  wou ld  have  to  check  in to  tha t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    When you g i ve  20 

i n fo rmat ion  to  Leg is la to r  So lages ,  can  you a lso  -21 

-  because I  wou ld  l i ke  to  kno w how much do w e - -  22 

how much  i s  spen t  then  on  AIDS awareness  an d  23 

ac tua l l y  where  we adver t i se  the  type  o f  24 

i n te rven t ion  or  he lp  and  suppor t  t ha t  we  can  25 
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g i ve .   I  know I ' ve  seen some o f  the  f l ye rs  and  2 

the  pos ters .  3 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay?  5 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Yes .  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much .  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  8 

ques t i ons  o f  Ms .  Lau ra in?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 A l l  those in  favor  s ign i fy  by  say ing  aye .  13 

 (Aye . )  14 

 Any  opposed?  15 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   16 

 The i t em passes  unan imous ly .  17 

 I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  I t em 9 ,  Ord inance 37 ,  18 

C lerk  I t em 84 ,  and  I tem 20 ,  Ord inance 48 ,  C lerk  19 

I t em 100-13.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  21 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  23 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  24 

 Who is  here  to  speak  on  these  two i t ems?  25 
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 MR.  MAY:    Mr .  Bob  Mar in  and  Mr .  George 2 

Gra f  f rom the  O f f i ce  o f  Commu n i t y  Deve lopmen t .  3 

 MR.  GRAF:    George  Gra f ,  F inance  D i rec to r  4 

fo r  Of f i ce  o f  Hous ing  and Commun i t y  Deve lop men t .  5 

 These two gran ts ,  the  f i rs t  one,  t he  6 

smal le r  one wh ich  is  f o r  t he  Nat iona l  Fo rec losure  7 

L i t i ga t i on  Counse l ing  was fo r  las t  yea r .   A s  you  8 

can see f rom the  de ta i l  on  tha t ,  t h i s  i s  fo r  9 

hous ing  counse l i ng  and  ownersh ip  oppor tun i t i es  as  10 

we l l  as  ind i v idua l  mor tgage counse l i ng  fo r  11 

res idents .    12 

 The second  one,  wh ich  is  our  ma in  bread 13 

and bu t te r ,  i s  f o r  t he  Sec t ion  8  depar tment ,  $2 .5  14 

m i l l ion .    15 

 I  w i l l  f ie ld  any  ques t ions  you  m ight  have 16 

on  i t .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions?   18 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  g ive  me  one  20 

second .    21 

 Th is  - -  okay .   Sor ry .   One  o f  these - -  22 

the  second  one i s  fo r  Sec t ion  8  and the  f i r s t  one 23 

i s  wha t  pa r t  o f  hous ing?  24 

 MR.  GRAF:    I t  was  o r ig ina l l y  pa r t  o f  25 
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Sect ion  8 ,  i n  te rms o f  be ing  booked in  th is .   And 2 

what  we ' re  do ing  i s  fo r  t ransparency  purpos es ,  i s  3 

separa t i ng  ou t  some o f  t hese  sma l le r ,  o lder  4 

i nd i v idua l  g ran ts  tha t  had  been ro l l ed  up  i n to  5 

the  Sect ion  8  umbre l la .   So  th is  $20 ,000  gr an t  6 

has  now been  separa ted .   The  expenses assoc ia ted  7 

w i th  tha t  a re  a l so  separa ted  so  they ' re  no t  co -8 

m ing led  w i th  the  Sec t ion  8  ad min is t ra t i ve  fe e  9 

money tha t  we  rece ive .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  t ha t  in  11 

response  o r  a t  l eas t  i n  pa r t  response to  th e  12 

compt ro l le r ' s  l im i ted  rev iew  o f  Of f i ce  o f  H ous ing  13 

and Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t  Gran t  Admin i s t ra t i on?  14 

 MR.  GRAF:    I  wou ld  say  yes  to  tha t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  t he  repor t  16 

da ted  November  15 ,  2012,  cor rec t?  17 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The repo r t  19 

de ta i l ed  tha t  t he  an t i c ipa ted  rev iew  fo r  Se c t i on  20 

8  on  documen ts  submi t ted  annua l l y  to  manage ment  21 

and budget  had been resu l ted  i n  an  i n f la ted  22 

budget .   A re  we  break ing  i t  up  to  address  t ha t?   23 

How are  we  address ing  tha t?   I 'm  concerned about  24 

an  appropr ia t ion  go ing  i n ,  un less  we ' re  25 
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respond ing  to  the  weaknesses  tha t  the  2 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce  d iscussed .  3 

 MR.  GRAF:    No.   Wha t  you ' re  re fe r r i ng  to  4 

was da t ing  back  to  the  i ssue  o f  in f l a ted  5 

approp r ia t ions  f rom the  2009  - -  2005  th rough  2010 6 

pe r iod  o f  t ime tha t  was taken  - -   7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm look ing  a t  8 

the  summary  o f  s ign i f i can t  f i nd ings .   An  9 

overs ta temen t  o f  an t ic ipa ted  revenue  fo r  Sec t i on  10 

8  on  documen ts  submi t ted  annua l l y  to  OMB an d  the  11 

Nassau  County  Leg is la tu re  resu l ted  i n  an  in f la ted  12 

budget  be ing  au tho r i zed by  the  l eg is la tu re  fo r  13 

the  four  yea r  beg inn ing  Apr i l  1 ,  2007 th rou gh 14 

March  31 ,  2011.   And  then on  the  nex t  l i ne  i t  15 

ta lks  abou t  the  years  07  th rough  11,  and  th en on  16 

the  nex t  l ine  i t  t a l ks  about  11  and 12 .   Th a t ' s  17 

the  repo r t  I 'm ta l k ing  about .  18 

 MR.  GRAF:    I ' l l  l e t  Rob  Mar in ,  ou r  ch ie f  19 

counse l ,  answer  tha t  ques t ion .  20 

 MR.  MARIN:    Leg is la to rs .    That  repor t  21 

i s  a  d i rec t  resu l t  o f  i t ems tha t  we 've  d isc ussed  22 

a t  some po in t  and a l so  i n  execut ive  sess ion ,  when 23 

th is  admin is t ra t ion  took  ove r  f rom the  p r io r  24 

admin i s t ra t i on  and  the  depar tmen ts  merged,  we 25 
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uncovered the  over  app ropr ia t i ons  and repor ted  2 

tha t  t o  the  approp r ia te  agenc ies .   As  a  res u l t  o f  3 

tha t  repor t i ng ,  under  the  Suozz i  admin is t ra t ion ,  4 

tha t  l ed  to  the  ar res t  and  gu i l t y  p lea  o f  f o rmer  5 

f i sca l  d i rec tor  under  the  Suozz i  Admin is t ra t ion  6 

o f  Lou is  Abba te ,  who  was  found  gu i l t y  o f  s t ea l ing  7 

$125 ,000  o f  t ha t  hous ing  money .    8 

 Add i t i ona l l y ,  t he  res t  o f  tha t  ques t ion  9 

i s  s t i l l  ongo ing  i n  an  ac t ive  inves t iga t ion  as  a  10 

resu l t  o f  the  over  app ropr ia t i ons  done  unde r  the  11 

p r io r  admin i s t ra t i on ,  so  we rea l l y  can ' t  t r ead  12 

too  fa r  in to  tha t  sub jec t .    13 

 Bu t  th is  admin i s t ra t ion ,  t h i s  cu r ren t  14 

d i rec tor ,  George ,  i s  t he  f i sca l  d i rec tor ,  w e  15 

uncovered the  i t ems tha t  you  a re  d iscuss ing ,  i n  16 

tha t  we brought  i t  t o  the  a t ten t ion  o f  t he  HUD 17 

Of f i ce  o f  the  Inspec to r  Genera l ,  we brought  i t  t o  18 

the  a t ten t ion  o f  t he  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce .   Th is  19 

was a  resu l t  o f  ou r  b r ing ing  th i s  in fo rmat io n  to  20 

l i gh t ,  t h i s  admin i s t ra t i on  b r ing ing  th is  21 

i n fo rmat ion  to  l igh t .   More  than  tha t ,  we r ea l l y ,  22 

you know,  can ' t  ge t  in to  i t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    How cou ld  we  24 

assu re  tha t  - -  we l l ,  t he re 's  a  separa te  rep o r t  25 
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a l so  f rom De lo i t te  &  Touche wh ich  was fo r  t he  2 

f i sca l  yea r  ended December  31 ,  2011 where  i t  3 

de ta i l s  ma te r ia l  weaknesses  and s ign i f i can t  4 

de f i c ienc ies  - -  5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm go ing  to  s top  6 

you.  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Why?   Wi thou t  8 

ge t t ing  in to  the  de ta i l s  and  the  mater ia ls  9 

weaknesses  and s ign i f i can t  de f ic ienc ies  10 

su r round ing  the  in te rna l  con t ro l s ,  t hese  we re  11 

i den t i f i ed  fo r  2011.   So  you ' re  say ing  tha t  12 

tha t ' s  due  to  p r io r  p rac t i ces  tha t  we ' re  t r y ing  13 

to  cor rec t  now?  14 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .   I f  I  can  j us t  g i ve  you  15 

a  br ie f  h i s to ry .   In  Apr i l  o f  2011 ,  the  Of f i ce  o f  16 

Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t ,  o f  wh ich  I ,  a t  the  t ime ,  17 

was the  f i nance  d i rec tor ,  was  comb ined  w i th  the  18 

O f f i ce  o f  Hous ing  and Home less  Serv i ces .   T he 19 

fo rmer  d i rec tor  who had been  here  fo r  many,  many  20 

years  was le t  go .   I t  was  on ly  a f te r  t ha t  pe r iod  21 

o f  t ime tha t ,  qu i te  f rank l y ,  I  d iscove red t ha t  22 

there  were  impropr ie t i es  tha t  were  occur r in g ,  23 

such  as  these  over  app ropr ia t i ons  tha t  had da ted  24 

back  many yea rs .  25 
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 The repor t  dea l i ng  w i th  ca lendar  2011 is  2 

po in t i ng  ou t  the  weaknesses  tha t  we,  ourse l ves ,  3 

had uncovered f rom Apr i l  8  fo rward  to  the  re s t  o f  4 

tha t  yea r .   We con t inue to  th i s  po in t  a l so  mak ing  5 

co r rec t i ons ,  r i gh ts i z ing  the  depar tmen t .   I  wou ld  6 

l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  t he  O f f i ce  o f  Hous in g  and  7 

Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t  in  December  31 ,  2009,  there  8 

were  98  employees in  the  two  a reas .   Tha t  n umber  9 

i s  now down to  64 .   So ,  as  pe r  County  Execu t ive  10 

Mangano 's  manda te  o f  l os ing  o f  no  se rv ices ,  we ' re  11 

now do ing  w i th  two  peop le  wha t  p r i o r  had  be en 12 

done  w i th  th ree .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  what 's  14 

confus ing  me  - -  and I  have  no  prob lem wi th  y ou  15 

t r y ing  to  say  tha t  t h i s  i s  a l l  wha t  you unc overed 16 

fo rm the  p r io r  admin is t ra t ion .   I  guess  I 'm  17 

confused .   De lo i t t e  &  Touche ,  and I 'm read i ng  18 

f rom i t ,  was  an  aud i to r  o f  t he  f inanc ia l  19 

s ta temen ts  as  o f  and  fo r  t he  yea r  ended Dece mber  20 

31 ,  2011 .   And the  mater ia l  weaknesses  and 21 

s ign i f i can t  de f i c ienc ies  tha t  they  a re  l i s t i ng  i s  22 

f rom an aud i t  f o r  the  f i sca l  yea r  ended Dec ember  23 

31 ,  2011 .   So  how can we  assu re  tha t  i n  app rov ing  24 

these gran ts  tha t  the  prac t i ces  under l ied  b y  25 
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De lo i t te  &  Touche have  been c o r rec ted?  2 

 MR.  GRAF:    F rom the  s tandpo in t  o f  t he  3 

approp r ia t ion  o f  f unds  the  ma in  weakness  th a t  had 4 

been  ove rs igh t  f o r  a  number  o f  yea rs  was  th a t  the  5 

number  o f  vouchers  tha t  had been  submi t ted  be fore  6 

th is  boa rd  was in f la ted  f rom mid -2000 to  480 0.   7 

Sec t ion  8  is  an  admin i s t ra t i ve  fee  versus  m ost  o f  8 

the  o the r  a reas  - -  CDBG,  HOME ,  NSP,  those a r e  a l l  9 

g ran ts  tha t  a re  a l loca ted  to  us .   The Sect i on  8  10 

approp r ia t ion  i s  a  mon th ly  fee  tha t  we  rece ived.   11 

I t ' s  bas ica l l y  $66  t imes  the  number  o f  vouc hers  12 

tha t  you  have tha t  a re  ou t  w i th  the  peop le  f o r  13 

each  mon th .   So  I  can  assu re  you  and  I  have  14 

fu r the r  ana lyses  tha t  have  been done  and  a l so  15 

need  to  a l so  mee t  w i th  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  16 

tha t  can  t ie  to  the  do l l a r  t he  number  o f  17 

approp r ia t ions .   I f  you  go  to  the  approp r ia t ions  18 

page ,  the  one  w i th  the  b r ie f  ana lys i s  on  i t  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh ich  page  i s  20 

tha t?  21 

 MR.  GRAF:    They ' re  no t  numbered  on  he re .   22 

I t  wou ld  be  the  page  where  i t  says  hous ing  cho ice  23 

voucher  and i t  w i l l  show the  ava i l ab le  reve nues 24 

and es t ima ted expend i tu res .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  2 

 MR.  GRAF:    We have 3 ,055 vouchers .   For  3 

seve ra l  years ,  you  were  rece iv ing  approp r ia t ions  4 

tha t  had  4800 .   The d i f f e ren t  be tween those  5 

numbers  t imes  66  t imes  12  was  lead ing  to  th e  6 

mu l t im i l l i ons  tha t  has  s ince  be tween  wr i t ten  o f f  7 

i n  the  p r io r  yea r .   I f  t h i s  had been  caught  8 

ea r l ie r ,  obv ious ly ,  o r  had  been n ipped  in  t he  bud 9 

back  i n  2005 ,  th is  i s  a l l  pa r t  o f  the  10 

compt ro l le r ' s  ana lys is  a lso .   I t  s ta r ted  ou t  11 

smal l  in  2005 ,  j us t  add ing  a  coup le  o f  hund red  12 

vouchers ,  and f rom the re  the  d i rec to r  cont in ued 13 

to  add  to  tha t  number ,  upp ing  i t  t o  4200  in  - -  14 

j us t  bea r  w i th  me a  second  - -  I  be l i eve  i t  w as  15 

2007 .   Here  we go.   I f  you 'd  l i ke  a  b reakdo wn o f  16 

tha t .  17 

 I n  2005,  the  county  had 2100  vouchers ;  18 

you approp r ia ted  2800.   In  2006,  2200,  19 

approp r ia ted  3 ,000 .   The  d i f f e rence be tween  these 20 

numbers  is  an  over  app ropr ia t i on  o f  money t ha t  21 

the  coun ty  wou ld  never  see  aga in .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The bo t tom l ine  23 

i s  - -  and I 'm  s t i l l  l ook ing  a t  - -  you  broug h t  up  24 

o r  I  b rought  up  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  repo r t ,  t hen  25 
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I 'm look ing  a t  t he  De lo i t t e  &  Touche  repor t ,  2 

wh ich  was fo r  11 ,  2011 .   And  I  j us t  want  to  make  3 

su re  when ce r ta in  cos ts  re la ted  wh ich  were  4 

supp lementa l  app ropr ia t i ons  tha t  t he  l eg is l a tu re  5 

approved  in  the  2011  schedu le  o f  expend i tu r e  6 

fede ra l  awards ,  wh ich  is  wha t  th is  re la tes  to  7 

wh ich  is  why  I 'm  concerned  - -  8 

 MR.  GRAF:    Cor rec t .   11  i s  i den t i ca l  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  f in ish .   I  10 

d idn ' t  ask  a  ques t ion .  11 

 MR.  GRAF:    Sor ry  abou t  tha t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  unders tand  tha t  13 

you want  to  say  i t .   I 'm  look ing  a t  a  2011 14 

schedu le  o f  cos t  - -  expend i tu res  o f  fede ra l  15 

awards  tha t  was  ques t ion ing  thousands,  ques t ion  16 

cos ts  tha t  re la ted  to  the  home less  p revent i on ,  t o  17 

the  commun i t y  deve lopmen t  b lock  gran ts ,  and  the  18 

l ead  hazard  demons t ra t ion  gran t .   I f  I  accu mula te  19 

a l l  o f  t h i s ,  I  accumula te  i t  t o  abou t  $30,0 00 20 

wor th  o f ,  wha t  they  be l i eve  was overs ta teme n ts  21 

and ques t ioned cos ts  fo r  2011 ,  and  some o f  t h i s  22 

p lays  in to  what  we ' re  approv ing  he re .   A re  we 23 

address ing  what  was in  the  De lo i t t e  &  Touch e  24 

repo r t?  25 
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 MR.  GRAF:    A l l  i s  be ing  addressed .   I  2 

wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  t ha t  the  Sect i on  8  3 

f i sca l  yea r  s ta r ts  Apr i l  1  th rough  March  31 .   So  4 

when  the  a reas  were  merged  and  I  became the  5 

f i sca l  d i rec tor ,  t he  p r io r  d i rec to r  had a l r eady  6 

submi t ted  be fore  you  ano ther  i n f la ted  7 

approp r ia t ion  fo r  Sec t ion  8  tha t  was  ac tua l l y  in  8 

the  p ipe l i ne  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  apo log ize .   I 'm 10 

jus t  read ing  f rom the  De lo i t t e  &  Touche repo r t  11 

and i t  says  2011  schedu le  o f  expend i tu res .   Near  12 

as  I  cou ld  te l l ,  2011 wou ld  have  been th is  13 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  and the  year  tha t  was be ing  14 

i nves t iga ted  by  De lo i t te  &  Touche was the  f i sca l  15 

year  ended  December  31 ,  2011 .   And  I 'm  t ry in g  to  16 

ask  whethe r  you ' re  add ress ing  the  issues  th a t  17 

they  b rought  up  fo r  tha t  f i sca l  year .   That  18 

f i sca l  yea r  m igh t  have  on ly  i nc luded  par t  o f  t he  19 

Sect ion  8  program,  bu t  t hey  d id  ques t i on  th e  20 

Sect ion  8  program too .   Admi t ted ly ,  i t  s ta r ted  21 

Apr i l  2011  and  they  s topped D ecember  31 ,  201 1,  22 

bu t  they  found ove rs ta tements  there  as  we l l .   23 

That 's  t he  funds  we ' re  app rov ing  now.   I  wa n t  to  24 

make  sure  we ' re  address ing  i t .   That ' s  i t .  25 
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 MR.  GRAF:    The  on ly  ove rs ta tement  o f  2 

funds  is  i n  the  Sect ion  8  approp r ia t ion ,  ju s t  3 

l i ke  the  one  you ' re  approv ing  now,  fo r  t he  l as t  4 

year  and  a lso  fo r  2011  f i sca l  year  s ta r t ing  Apr i l  5 

1 .    L ike  I  was  jus t  t ry ing  to  men t ion ,  the  pr io r  6 

d i rec tor  had  submi t ted  ano the r  ove r  appropr ia t ion  7 

tha t  wou ld  have  resu l ted ,  i f  she  had  no t  be en 8 

rep laced ,  w i th  a  $2 .5  mi l l ion  add i t i ona l  los s .   9 

That  app ropr ia t i on  tha t  had been  in  the  p ip e l i ne  10 

was pu l l ed  back  when  i t  was  rea l i zed ,  a f te r  I  11 

took  a  l ook  a t  t he  books ,  tha t  t he re  was  a  12 

s ign i f i can t  p rob lem.   We then  submi t ted  a  n ew 13 

approp r ia t ion  tha t  wen t  f rom Apr i l  1 ,  2001 14 

th rough March  31 ,  2012 .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  16 

 MR.  GRAF:    Th i s  i s  ac tua l l y  t he  th i rd  17 

approp r ia t ion  tha t  I  w i l l  pe rsona l ly  be  18 

submi t t i ng .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So tha t  - -  20 

so  one  par t  wou ld  be  the  Sec t ion  8 ,  the  o th e r  21 

pa r t  i s  the  commun i t y  deve lop men t  b lock  gran ts?  22 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  on  the  24 

commun i t y  deve lopmen t  b lock  g ran ts  i n  11  th e re  25 
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were  ques t ion  cos ts .   The 11  aud i t  by  De lo i t te  &  2 

Touche  ques t ioned cos ts  on  the  communi ty  3 

deve lopmen t  b lock  gran t .  4 

 MR.  GRAF:    Rob  Mar in  w i l l  answer  tha t  5 

one ques t ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And have  we 7 

responded to  tha t?  8 

 MR.  MARIN:    Un for tuna te ly ,  t he  - -  I  ha te  9 

to  say  th i s ,  bu t  t he  s imp l ic i t y  w i th  wh ich  we are  10 

d i scuss ing  the  Sec t ion  8  and  the  way  tha t  t ha t ' s  11 

tabu la ted  is  how complex  the  communi ty  12 

deve lopmen t  b lock  gran t  i s .   And  the  ques t i on ing  13 

o f  cos ts  usua l l y  goes  to  the  e l i g ib i l i t y  o f  14 

expenses .   The b lock  g ran t  p rogram,  the  HOM E 15 

p rog ram,  the  lead prog ram,  these  annua l  g ra n ts  16 

a re  so  nuanced and  so  regu la r l y  nuanced and  17 

heav i l y  regu la ted  tha t  depend ing  on  who is  the  18 

HUD secre tary  and depend ing  on  a l l  t he  way down 19 

to  the  l oca l  p rogram superv i so r  fo r  HUD tha t  20 

comes ou t  to  mon i to r  our  coun ty  i s  how i t  s w ings  21 

o f  wha t  i s  cons ide red an  e l i g ib le  expense a nd 22 

what  i s  cons ide red  an  ine l ig ib le  expense ,  an d I 'm 23 

ta lk ing  down  to  the  nuance  o f  a  de tached  ga rage 24 

o r  hav ing  a  de tached  garage.   I ’m ta lk ing  t o  wha t  25 
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tha t  maybe  e l ig ib le  under  one  v iewpo in t  and  may 2 

be  i ne l i g ib le  under  anothe r .   So  tha t ' s  whe re  we  3 

ge t  the  nuance and  ove rs igh t  w i th  the  commun i t y  4 

deve lopmen t  b lock  gran t  p rog ram.  5 

 The i t em befo re  you is  Sec t i on  8 .   The  6 

b lock  gran t  i s  separa te  and tha t  comes  - -  t h a t ' s  7 

a  much  la rge r  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  i t  was  9 

bo th  i tems  be fo re  us ,  bu t .   I  guess  what  I ' m  10 

hop ing  - -  because the  la tes t  repor t  tha t  I  h ad  11 

was the  2011  one  - -  12 

 MR.  MARIN:    Cor rec t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    wh ich  we  rece ived 14 

las t  Ju l y .   I 'm  hop ing  i n  Ju l y  2013 as  we 15 

approp r ia te  th i s  money  tha t  t he  repo r t  we g e t  16 

back  wou ld  show tha t  we - -  wou ld  show tha t  our  17 

pe r fo rmance was  a  lo t  be t te r .  18 

 MR.  MARIN:    I  can  assure  you  tha t  i t  19 

w i l l  be  because  we ' re  approp r ia t ing  the  20 

approp r ia te  amount  o f  money th is  t ime.   I  c an  21 

su re  you  tha t  a t  l eas t  we ' re  go ing  to  be  ac cura te  22 

- -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  wha t  I 'm 24 

t r y ing  to  - -  25 
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 MR.  MARIN:   i n  tha t .   And the  overs igh t  2 

tha t  t he  depar tmen t  has  pu t  i n  under  th i s  3 

admin i s t ra t i on  won ' t  l ead  to  a  gu i l t y  p lea  f rom 4 

anybody on  ou r  s ta f f .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    A l l  I  cou ld  go  6 

w i th  was  the  las t  repo r t .  7 

 MR.  MARIN:    I  unders tand.  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And the  las t  9 

repo r t  I  had  was  about  f i sca l  2011 .   And  th e  10 

exac t  approp r ia te  tha t  we ' re  l ook ing  a t  now ,  11 

De lo i t te  &  Touche was say ing  tha t  there  wer e  12 

overes t ima tes  o r  ove r  approp r ia t ions  - -  ove r  13 

budgets .  14 

 MR.  MARIN:    The  communi ty  deve lopment  15 

b lock  gran t ,  tha t  ca lendar  runs  f rom Sep tem ber  to  16 

August ,  so .   Wi th  these gran ts ,  they  a l l  ha ve 17 

the i r  own - -  t hey  don ' t  run  a  ca lendar  f i sca l  18 

year .   They  a l l  o f  t he i r  own  f i sca l  year .   The  19 

repo r t ing ,  what  h i t ,  wha t  d id n ' t  h i t ,  i s  go i ng  to  20 

be  d i f fe ren t  each year .   So  when  you ' re  loo k ing  a  21 

repo r t  t he re  and  you ' re  look ing  fo r  a  compl e te  22 

ca lendar  yea r ,  we ' re  e i t he r  th ree-quar te rs  o f  the  23 

way th rough our  f i sca l  yea r  o r  two  mon ths  t h rough 24 

ou r  f i sca l  year .   So  i t ' s  ve ry  hard  to  match  up  25 
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un less  they  aud i t  based on  the  ac tua l  feder a l  2 

ca lendar  yea r  tha t  we fo l l ow  o r  in  the  Sect ion  8  3 

s ta te  ca lendar  yea r .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    To  be  honest  w i th  5 

you,  I  have no  idea what  you ' re  ta lk ing  abo u t  6 

anymore  and how tha t  re la tes  to  what  my ques t ion  7 

were ,  as  06  and  07  d idn ' t  re la te  to  a  f i sca l  8 

repo r t  about  2011.   Bu t  I 'm hop ing  i n  Ju ly  o f  9 

th is  yea r  I  see  a  lo t  be t te r  repor t .   I  jus t  10 

wanted  to  exp ress  my  concern  be fore  we  have  th is  11 

approp r ia t ion .  12 

 Thank you.  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Ford .  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Good a f te rnoon.   Thank 15 

you.   I ’m so r ry ,  I  don ' t  have  my  backup w i t h  me.  16 

 MR.  GRAF:    I  have  i t  he re  i f  you  need  to  17 

ask  a  ques t ion .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   In  regard  to  19 

the  Sect ion  8  vouchers ,  i s  t he  money  s t i l l  - -  a re  20 

we  s t i l l  bas i ca l l y  ge t t i ng  the  same amount  o f  21 

money fo r  Sec t i on  8  th roughou t  Nassau Count y  o r  22 

has  i t  gone up  o r  down?  23 

 MR.  GRAF:    I t  w i l l  d i f f e r  because  as  i t  24 

comes f rom the  s ta te  the re  have been  sub t le  25 
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changes.   Two  o r  th ree  yea rs  ago  i t  was  $73  pe r  2 

voucher  and r i gh t  now i t ' s  67 .   Depend ing  on  3 

what 's  happen ing  w i th  the  s ta te ,  t hey  w i l l  4 

modera te ly  ad jus t  i t .   The  th ing  I 'd  l i ke  t o  5 

emphas ize  to  you  i s  the  number  o f  vouchers  tha t  6 

we ' re  a l lowed .   As  an  example ,  as  I  ment ion ed,  7 

we ' re  a t  3 ,055.   I  can  te l l  you  tha t  i n  2011  i t  8 

was 3 ,009,  i n  10  i t  was  3 ,020 ,  and  2700 bac k  i n  9 

2009 ,  in  2008  i t  was  2400.   So  the  s ta te ,  i n  10 

p rev ious  yea rs ,  wou ld  a l low fo r  an  i nc rease  o f  11 

two or  300 .   The  s ta te  has  the i r  own  i ssues  r i gh t  12 

now.   I t ' s  been  f l a t  l i ke  th i s  fo r  t he  l as t  th ree  13 

years .   I 'm t ry ing  to  exp la in  tha t  t he  caus e  o f  14 

the  $6 .2  m i l l ion  l oss  tha t  was  absorbed by  the  15 

coun ty  l as t  yea r  da ted  back  to  2005;  tha t ' s  where  16 

i t  had  o r ig ina ted  f rom when we  were  s ta r t in g  ou t  17 

w i th  on l y  f i ve  o r  600 in f l a ted .   Th i s  a l so  l ed  to  18 

an  i n f la t i on  o f  headcoun t ,  and  tha t  was a ls o  19 

masked  ove r  t ime  in  2009  when  the  s t imu lus  g ran ts  20 

s ta r ted  f l ow ing  in .    21 

 And one o f  t he  p rob lems we  had  was  the  22 

NSP hous ing  counse l i ng  g ran t  had  been comin g led  23 

w i th  the  Sec t ion  8  money .   Wha t  had happene d  - -  24 

wh ich  was qu i te  amaz ing  - -  was  th i s  s ing le  g ran t  25 
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f rom NSP was  appropr ia ted  th ree  years  in  a  row .  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wow.   And  tha t  wou ld  3 

be  - -  i s  t he  NSP fo r  homeownersh ip  o r  somet h ing?  4 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .   And tha t  g ran t  has  5 

s ince  exp i red ,  a long  w i th  mos t  o f  the  s t imu lus  6 

g ran ts .    7 

 Ge t t ing  back  to  the  Sect ion  8 .   Aga in ,  i t  8 

was because the  Sect ion  8  money was fee  dr i ven  9 

tha t  t he  on ly  backup  tha t  had  been  p rov ided  in  10 

p r io r  years ,  wh ich  we have  now f i xed  fo r  11 

t ransparency  pu rposes ,  i s  th i s  sheet  tha t  y ou see 12 

be fo re  you .   I t  wou ld  have  sa id  4800  voucher s ,  $5  13 

m i l l ion  in  appropr ia t i on .   You  wou ld  approv e  i t .   14 

They  wou ld  spend  mos t  o f  t he  expense  s ide .  15 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  tha t ' s  why you ' re  16 

separa t i ng  the  g ran t  ou t ,  to  b reakou t  tha t  17 

smal le r  g ran t  f o r  the  peop le  tha t  own the i r  homes 18 

tha t  need the  he lp  w i th  mor tgage ,  rebu i l d ,  o r  19 

whatever .  20 

 MR.  GRAF:    Cor rec t .   And the  idea  o f  21 

tha t  i s  these  smal le r ,  i ndependent  g ran ts  t ha t  22 

you see,  t h i s  Na t iona l  Forec losu re  fo r  t he  23 

$21,000,  by  seg regat ing  the  expenses  i t  a ls o  24 

g i ves  us  obv ious ly  a  t ruer  p i c tu re  o f  who i s  25 
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work ing  on  Sect ion  8 .   Th i s  has  been  impor t an t  t o  2 

us  the  l as t  yea r  f rom an  a l l oca t ion  s tandpo in t .   3 

As  I  men t ioned,  as  we 've  gone  f rom 94 peop l e  to  4 

63  and  the re ' s  been a  cons tan t ly  shu f f l i ng  o f  job  5 

du t i es  as  peop le  have le f t ,  be ing  ab le  to  kn ow 6 

tha t  we have  exac t ly  $2 ,489,000 wor th  o f  ex pense  7 

tha t  i s  Sec t i on  8  on ly ,  we  need to  keep tha t  as  8 

separa te  as  poss ib le ,  and tha t ' s  wha t  we 've  9 

accomp l i shed .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  r ea l l y  apprec ia te  11 

i t ,  on ly  because  I  know tha t ,  you  know,  I  t h ink  12 

the  f l uc tua t ions ,  the  s l igh t  f luc tua t i ons  th a t  13 

you have  ac tua l l y  fa l l s  under  the  fac t  t ha t  14 

peop le  may  move  in  f rom o the r  a reas  w i th  th e i r  15 

Sect ion  8  voucher  and they ' re  l i v i ng  here  i n  16 

Nassau  County .  17 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So tha t ' s  why  we see 19 

maybe 30  peop le  more .    20 

 Bu t  fo r  me ,  and  I  w i l l  w r i te  you  because  21 

I 'm ve ry  a la rmed ,  to  be  qu i te  honest  w i th  y ou,  22 

over  the  fac t  o f ,  as  you  ta l ked abou t ,  wh ic h  we 23 

cannot  d iscuss ,  the  in f l a ted  numbers .   I  fe e l  24 

tha t  someth ing  mora l l y  was  done wrong there .   I 'm 25 
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rea l l y ,  rea l l y  concerned  abou t  i t .  2 

 MR.  GRAF:    You  can res t  assu red  tha t  a l l  3 

o f  t h i s  has  been  f i xed .   And  as  I  jus t  ment ioned ,  4 

the  approp r ia t i on  be fo re  you  i s  the  th i rd  o ne 5 

tha t  I ' ve  pu t  t oge ther .   And  i f  you  were  to  pu l l  6 

ou t  the  pr io r  two years  you wou ld  see tha t  7 

there ' s  ve ry  l i t t l e  change  be tween  them bec ause 8 

the  s ta te  has  no t  g i ven us  any  fu r ther  vouc hers ,  9 

and i t ' s  ha l f  o f  wha t  i t  used  to  be .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .   And  I  l ook  11 

fo rward  because  I 'm hop ing  tha t ,  yes ,  you w i l l  12 

ge t  a  good  repor t  under  the  nex t  s tudy .   And  I  13 

thank  you ve ry  much fo r  be ing  ve ry  care fu l  and  14 

concerned because ou r  Sec t ion  8  peop le  t ru l y  need 15 

a l l  the  he lp  and  a l l  t he  suppor t  t ha t  they  can  16 

ge t .   And we  need to  make su re  tha t  when  th ey  are  17 

e l ig ib le  they  a re  ab le  to  ge t  tha t  money  an d  be  18 

ab le  to  s tay  l i v ing  he re  i n  Nassau  County ,  even 19 

when  they  have low  pay ing  jobs .  20 

 Thank you.  21 

 MR.  GRAF:     Thank  you .  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  23 

Jacobs .  24 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   I  wan ted to  25 
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ask  you a  ques t ion .   I  j us t  want  to  d i sc re t e ly  2 

word  th i s ,  wha t  I  want  to  say  he re .   3 

 When  the re  was a  t remendous decrease  in  4 

the  amount  o f  peop le  work ing  w i th in  Hous ing  and 5 

Commun i t y  Deve lopmen t ,  e tce te ra ,  I  know tha t  - -  6 

ce r ta in  th ings  I  do  know.   I  know there  was  a  b ig  7 

l oss  i n  peop le  tha t  were  c redent ia led .   I t ' s  a  8 

ve ry  h igh  rank ing  - -  very  h igh  rank ing  peop le  9 

have  the  p roper  c reden t ia l s  to  mee t  the  10 

requ i remen ts  o f  the  fede ra l  gove rnment .   An d  I  do  11 

know tha t  when tha t  number  wen t  down ,  the  p eop le  12 

tha t  were  mak ing  the  dec is ions  d id  no t  have  them.   13 

Can you jus t  comment  on  tha t  f o r  a  moment?  14 

 MR.  MARIN:    I 'm  no t  sure  o f  t he  sou rce  15 

o f  t he  i n fo rmat ion .   But  w i th  the  respec t  - -  16 

tha t ' s  no t  en t i re l y  accu ra te .    17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    P re t t y  accu ra te ,  18 

though .  19 

 MR.  MARIN:    The  ind iv idua ls  - -  some o f  20 

the  ind i v idua ls  tha t  were  rep laced  tha t  wer e  21 

superv isors  d id  no t  have  the  appropr ia te  22 

ce r t i f i ca t ions ,  fa i l ed  the  ce r t i f i ca t i on  te s t ,  23 

e tce te ra ,  e t ce te ra ,  tha t ' s  a l l  we l l  documen ted .   24 

The impor tan t  t h ing  to  unders tand is  tha t  t h e  25 
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ind i v idua ls  tha t  a re  cur ren t l y  i n  the  super v isor  2 

ro les  have  rece ived proper  t ra in ing ,  have 3 

rece ived  the  HUD manda ted t ra in ing .   We are  do ing  4 

more  w i th  less  and  the re  has  no t  been a  5 

d imin i shed  se rv i ce  o r  qua l i t y  o f  serv i ce .   I n  6 

fac t ,  we  be l i eve  the re 's  been  an  inc rease i n  7 

l eve l  o f  serv ice  tha t  we 've  been  ab le  to  8 

admin i s te r  and de l i ver  t o  the  pub l ic ,  by  na ture  9 

o f  j us t  the  accu racy ,  number  one ,  and jus t  by  the  10 

qua l i f i ca t ions  o f  the  ind i v idua ls  cu r ren t ly  there  11 

do  posses .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So I  und ers tand  13 

you ' re  say ing  tha t  we be l i eve  - -  and  I  respe c t  14 

bo th  o f  you.   You ce r ta in l y  sound l i ke  you know 15 

what  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t .   Bu t  do  we know fo r  a  16 

fac t  t ha t  the  fede ra l  gove rnment  agrees  w i t h  you  17 

tha t  t hey  are ,  t hey  have  the  p roper  c redent ia l s?  18 

 MR.  MARIN:   We haven ' t  rece ived word  19 

o the rw ise .   So in  the  no  news  is  good news 20 

ca tegory ,  we ' l l  accept  tha t .   Any  fund ing  c u ts ,  21 

any  budget  cu ts  a re  a  d i rec t  resu l t  o f  t he  22 

fede ra l  de f i c i t  and the  fede ra l  spend ing  cu ts ,  23 

i . e ,  sequeste r ing .   There  has  been  no - -  the re  24 

has  been  no spend ing  cu ts  fo r  Nassau  County  fo r  25 
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reasons tha t  you  have a l luded  to  tha t  conce rn  2 

you,  because  o f  s ta f f  o r  because  o f  lack  o f  3 

t ra in ing ,  tha t  has  never  been  a  reason  fo r  a  cu t .   4 

There  have  been  decreases ,  bu t  ove r  the  yea rs  the  5 

s t imu lus  g ran ts  have  exp i red ,  they  have no t  been  6 

renewed.   So  these  were  one-s hot  s t imu lus  g r an ts ,  7 

tha t  equates  to  some o f  the  fund ing  cu ts .   Norma l  8 

fede ra l  budge t  cu ts  -  the  CDBG p rogram has  b een 9 

cu t  f rom a  h igh  o f  $19  m i l l i on  as  o f  a  few years  10 

ago down to  12  and  we ' re  s t i l l  wa i t i ng  fo r  a  11 

f i na l  number  fo r  t h i s  cu r ren t  f i sca l  yea r ,  wh ich  12 

w i l l  beg in  l a te r  i n  the  year  i n  September .   I t ' s  13 

rea l l y  Wash ing ton ' s  ba l l ,  and  they  haven ' t  g iven  14 

us  - -  they  haven ' t  cu t  us  fo r  reasons tha t  a re  15 

your  concerns .  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  i t ' s  ou r  ba l l ,  17 

tha t  when i t  ge ts  to  Wash ing ton  i t  shou ldn ' t  be  18 

h i t  back  w i th  them ga in ing  a  homerun  on  th i s .  19 

 MR.  MARIN:    Cor rec t .   And  fo r tuna te ly  20 

tha t  hasn ' t  happened ,  and we  don ' t  an t ic ipa te  21 

tha t  happen ing .  22 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   We cou ld  have 23 

a  d i f f e rence  o f  op in ion .   I 'm  wor r ied .   I 'm  24 

se r ious l y  wor r i ed  abou t  i t  because  I  know t ha t  25 
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there  were  on ly  I  be l i eve  two  or  th ree  peop le  2 

w i th  the  p roper  c reden t ia l s  tha t  were  there  3 

du r ing  the  t ime  tha t  you ' re  say ing  tha t  ac t ua l l y  4 

cou ld  s ign  o f f ,  and when  they  le f t  t he re  was  a  5 

l ong  s t re t ch  the re  w i thout  peop le  w i thou t  t he  6 

p roper  au tho r iza t i on  o r  c reden t ia l s  to  s ign  o f f  7 

on  any  o f  th i s  and  i t  was  g i ven over  to  peo p le  8 

tha t  d id  no t  have i t .  9 

 Now,  you  m igh t  be  r i gh t .   Maybe in  the  10 

i n te r im peop le  have been  t ra ined .   But  I  don ' t  11 

know wha t  happens once  you  fa l l  ou t  o f  t ha t  - -  12 

once  you  have  a  ho le  i n  the  sa fe ty  ne t  o f  w ho can 13 

s ign  o f f ,  wha t  the  de lay  i s  be fo re  i t  comes  14 

be fo re  you  and i t ' s  who le  aga in .   That 's  my  15 

concern ,  I  j us t  wanted  to  exp ress  i t  t o  you .   16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  17 

N ico le l l o .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I 'm g lad  th i s  19 

who le  l i ne  came up  because  th i s  who le  scand a l ,  20 

what  you ' re  ta l k ing  abou t ,  has  no t  rece ived  21 

enough  pub l i c i t y .   Qu i te  f rank ly ,  some o f  t he  22 

i n fo rmat ion  you ' re  g iv ing  us  now,  i t ' s  t he  f i r s t  23 

t ime  we ' re  hear ing  i t .   So  I  j us t  wanted  to  go  24 

over  some o f  the  bas ics  w i thou t  ge t t ing  in t o  too  25 
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much  dep th ,  w i thou t  ge t t ing  i n to  any th ing  t ha t  2 

you fee l  i s  someth ing  tha t  shou ld  no t  be  3 

d i scussed in  pub l i c .  4 

 S tar t i ng  i n  2005 ,  some o f f i c i a l  f rom the  5 

coun ty  s ta r ted  i n f la t i ng  the  number  o f  vouch ers  6 

the  coun ty  was ge t t i ng  fo r  Sec t i on  8 .   I s  t ha t  7 

co r rec t?  8 

 MR.  MARIN:    Yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Who was tha t?   10 

What  depar tment  was tha t?  11 

 MR.  MARIN:   The  spec i f i cs  o f  i t  - -  aga in ,  12 

i t ' s  an  ongo ing  inves t iga t ion  in to  the  spec i f i cs  13 

o f  who ,  what ,  when ,  where ,  how a re  s t i l l  th e  14 

sub jec t  o f  an  ongo ing  inves t i ga t ion .   Bu t  I  15 

wou ldn ' t  be  comfor tab le  rea l l y  go ing  i n to  t he  16 

de ta i l s  on  tha t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Can you te l l  me 18 

some genera l i t i es?   Fo r  examp le ,  how much o f  t he  19 

vouchers  were  i n f l a ted?  How much money d id  the  20 

coun ty  rece ive  tha t  i t  shou ldn ' t  have rece i ved?  21 

 MR.  MARIN:    I t ' s  no t  tha t  t he  - -  i t ' s  22 

no t  tha t  t he  county  rece ived  i t ,  i t ' s  tha t  t he  23 

coun ty  ove rspen t  i t ,  app ropr ia ted  i t ,  overs pen t  24 

and was no t  re imbursed  fo r  th e  appropr ia te  25 
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amount .   The  county  pu t  the  money on  the  s t ree t ,  2 

encumbered  the  money ,  and the  way tha t  t hes e  3 

g ran ts  work  i s  t hen you draw down f rom a  fe dera l  4 

sys tem and  a re  re imbursed,  and  the  county  w as 5 

j us t  never  re imbursed fo r  the  fu l l  amoun t  th a t  i t  6 

l a id  ou t  and  tha t  was somehow missed .  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    How much  was  8 

tha t?  9 

 MR.  GRAF:   The Sec t ion  8 ,  the  amount  o f  10 

l oss  tha t ' s  on  the  books  i s  $6 .2  m i l l i on .  11 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    That  was  money  12 

tha t  was  la id  ou t  by  the  coun ty  - -  13 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .   The coun ty  i s  ou r  bank .   14 

So  th i s  appropr ia t ion  tha t  you ' re  cu r ren t ly  15 

approv ing  r i gh t  now,  wh ich  i s  fo r  the  16 

admin i s t ra t i on  fee  tha t  we  rece ived on  a  mo n th ly  17 

bas i s ,  so  wha t  w i l l  happen  i s  we ' l l  s ta r t  t o  18 

spend th is  money  now,  every  month  the  s ta te  w i l l  19 

be  send ing  us  a  check  fo r  s l i gh t ly  ove r  200 ,000.   20 

Now,  i f  I  can  j us t  - -  f rom a  s imp le  ma th  21 

s tandpo in t ,  I  want  you  to  p i c tu re  you s i t t i ng  22 

he re  fou r  yea rs  ago and you had the  same 23 

approp r ia t ion  coming  be fore  you.   I t  cou ld  have 24 

been  in  2000 .   We ' l l  p ick  on  2009.   You wou l d  25 
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have  looked a t  t h i s  and ins tead o f  see ing  3 ,055 2 

vouchers ,  i t  wou ld  have sa id  4 ,800  vouchers .   The 3 

co lumn where  i t  says  fo r  revenue ,  where  i t  says  4 

$2 ,400 ,000  wou ld  have read  4 .8  m i l l i on .   Th i s  i s  5 

what  you  approved fo r  the  hous ing  and homel ess  6 

se rv ices  depar tmen t  to  spend .   They  d id  no t  spend 7 

a l l  the  way up  to  tha t  po in t ,  bu t  went  8 

s ign i f i can t l y  over  the  $200,000 or  so  run  r a te  9 

tha t  ex i s ted .   The  board  - -  I  shou ld  say ,  t h e  10 

l eg i s la tu re  gave  them perm iss ion ,  based on the  11 

i n fo rmat ion  tha t  t hey  were  g i ven ,  tha t  t he  r un  12 

ra te  was  400 ,000 ,  as  an  examp le ,  wh ich  i s  v e ry  13 

c lose  to  wha t  i t  was .    14 

 Fo r  a  wh i l e  the re  - -  aga in ,  i t  s ta r t s  o f f  15 

smal l ,  f i ve  o r  600  vouchers ,  and  by  the  t im e  i t ' s  16 

over  by  2009 ,  i t ' s  1800 vouchers  t imes ,  a t  t he  17 

t ime ,  73  t imes 12 ,  you  can  se e  how qu ick ly  t h i s  18 

ba l l oons .  19 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The Coun ty  i s  20 

l ay ing  th i s  money ou t  expec t ing  to  be  re imb ursed .  21 

 MR.  GRAF:    Yes .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And i t  was  no t  23 

be ing  re imbursed .  24 

 MR.  GRAF:    No.   And  wha t  wou ld  happen  i s  25 
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you ge t  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    How d id  tha t  go  3 

on  fo r  s ix  years?  4 

 MR.  MARIN:    Tha t ' s  pa r t  o f  t he  5 

i nves t iga t ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here ' s  the  po in t .   7 

Someone used  the  word  wr i t ten  o f f .   What  do es  8 

tha t  mean?  9 

 MR.  GRAF:    The  Coun ty  absorbed the  loss .   10 

There ' s  no  where  i t ' s  recogn ized .   I t ' s  11 

recogn ized  as  a  loss .  12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And tha t ' s  a  $6  13 

m i l l ion  loss?  14 

 MR.  MARIN:    C lose r  to  seven .  15 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    C lose r  to  seven?  16 

 MR.  GRAF:    6 .2  i s  on  the  books .   There  17 

w i l l  be  smal le r  amount  s t i l l  t o  come on tha t .   18 

Bu t  once  i t  was  recogn ized  tha t  - -  t he  reven ue  we 19 

were  an t ic ipa t i ng ,  you  know,  6 .2  m i l l i on  in  20 

revenue coming in .   A f te r  tho rough  inves t ig a t i on ,  21 

a f te r  the  merge r  i n  Ap r i l  and  May o f  2011,  when I  22 

was pe rsona l l y  l ook ing  ove r  the  books ,  i t  w as  23 

d i scovered  tha t  th is  money  was  never  go ing  to  24 

come in  because  i t  shou ld  have  never  been 25 
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approp r ia ted .   And  because  o f  tha t  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I ' ve  heard  you  3 

say  tha t  be fo re .   I  wanted  to  pu t  th is  - -  t o  say  4 

th is  i n  pub l i c  about  you .   I f  i t  was  you r  w ork  5 

tha t  he lped to  uncover  th i s  th ing ,  you  shou ld  be  6 

recogn ized  and we shou ld  thank  you  and  the  7 

taxpayers  shou ld  thank  you .   I f  there  was s ome 8 

so r t  o f  wh is t leb lower  award  o r  someth ing ,  y ou 9 

shou ld  be  en t i t l ed  to  i t .   I f  was  you or  pe op le  10 

work ing  w i th  you  tha t  uncovered th is  th ing ,  I  11 

th ink  we  o f ten  l ose  s igh t  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  peop le  12 

need  to  be  recogn ized fo r  the i r  work .   I  th ink  we 13 

a l l  shou ld  thank  you  fo r  b r i ng ing  th is  th in g  to  14 

l i gh t  and s topp ing  the  b leed ing .  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  o the r  16 

comments?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 There  be ing  none ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  take  - -  21 

I t em 9 ,  wh ich  was 84 -13,  C le rk  I tem,  Ord inan ce  22 

37 ,  and I t em 20 ,  wh ich  was  Ord inance  48 ,  C l e rk  23 

I t em 100 .  24 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  those two i t ems 25 
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s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  2 

 (Aye . )  3 

 Any  opposed?  4 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   5 

 There  be ing  none ,  the  two i t ems,  9  and  6 

20 ,  pass  unan imous ly .  7 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  8 

 Now I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  I t ems 16  and  17  9 

toge ther  because  they  bo th  have to  do  w i th  10 

ho te l /mo te l  mon ies .  11 

 I t em 16 is  Ord inance  44 ,  C le rk  I tem 96 .   12 

I t em 17 is  Ord inance  45 ,  C le rk  I tem 97 .  13 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  14 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  17 

Leg is la to r  Wa lke r ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  18 

Muscare l la .  19 

 Who is  here  to  speak  on  those  i t ems?  20 

 MR.  MAY:    We have  Commiss ione r  Carne l l  21 

Foskey  f rom Parks  and Ms .  E i l een  Kre ib .  22 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:   Good  a f te rnoon .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We lcome,  24 

Commiss ioner .  25 
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 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    My name i s  Carne l l  2 

Foskey .   I 'm  the  Commiss ione r  o f  t he  Nassau  3 

Coun ty  Depar tmen t  o f  Parks ,  Recrea t ion  and 4 

Museums.  5 

 Th is  i s  a  supp lementa l  app rop r ia t i on  6 

wh ich  a l lows  us  to  spend  the  mon ies  tha t  we  7 

rece ived ,  tha t  was  co l lec ted  i n  2012  th roug h  the  8 

ho te l /mo te l  t ax .   You ' l l  no t i ce  th is  yea r  t he  9 

ac tua l  amoun t  tha t  was  rece ived fo r  p rog ram ming 10 

i s  app rox ima te l y  $2 ,409,000.   The law ac tua l l y  11 

se ts  fo r th  how we d i v ide  the  money  up .  12 

 I  th ink  there  was a  ques t ion  as  to  the  13 

repo r t .   The  repor t  was  f i led  w i th  the  14 

l eg i s la tu re  th i s  pas t  week  fo r  2012,  w i th  t he  15 

C lerk .  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    And we  rece ived 17 

cop ies  o f  i t ,  Commiss ioner .  18 

 Any  ques t ions  o f  t he  Commiss ione r  19 

rega rd ing  these  two i t ems?   Anybody?   Leg is la to r  20 

Boswor th .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Th i s  goes  more  22 

back  to  the  adv i so ry  boa rd  o f  the  ho te l /mot e l .   23 

You know I  asked  about  tha t  l as t  week.   And  we  24 

were  to ld  tha t  t he  county  a t to rney  had  i ssu ed a  25 
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new in te rp re ta t i on  o f  tha t .   I  asked  fo r  a  copy  2 

o f  t ha t .   I ' ve  never  rea l l y  seen  tha t .   I  j us t  3 

unders tand  tha t  he  sa id  tha t  t he  on ly  th ing  the  4 

adv i so ry  boa rd  needs  to  meet  on  I  th ink  is  5 

someth ing  dea l i ng  w i th  Bethpage.  6 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    O ld  Be thpage 7 

V i l l age ,  cor rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    R igh t .   I ' ve  asked 9 

fo r  the  op in ion  and I ' ve  s t i l l  no t  seen i t .  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  d idn ' t  i ssue i t .   11 

The coun ty  a t to rney  issued  an  op in ion .   I  h ave  no  12 

cont ro l  over  whe ther  he ' l l  g i ve  i t  t o  you o r  no t .   13 

I t ' s  a  coup le  o f  yea rs  o ld  now.   S ince  I  ca me 14 

he re ,  abou t  th ree  years  ago i t  was  wr i t t en .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    But  yo u  do  have  16 

cont ro l  over  the  repor ts ,  the  cop ies  o f  the  17 

Nassau  County  ho te l /mo te l  tax  repo r t  f o r  fu nds  18 

co l l ec ted  and  d i s t r i bu ted  th rough the  years  2010  19 

- -  2012 and those are  mandate d  to  be  p rov ide d to  20 

the  s ta te  and  the  coun ty  on  o r  about  Februa r y  1 .   21 

Can we  get  a  copy  o f  t hose?  22 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    They  were  g iven  23 

each  yea r .   They  were  g i ven to  the  c le rk  o f  the  24 

l eg i s la tu re ,  and  a lso  by  l aw  they  are  g i ven  to  25 
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the  New York  Sta te  Assembly .  2 

 I  rece ived  a  le t te r  la te  on  F r iday  ask ing  3 

fo r  those repo r t s ,  and  I  e -ma i led  Mr .  Guger t y  4 

back  and  I  t h ink  Farmer  was the  depu ty  coun se l ,  5 

tha t  we comp l ied  w i th  tha t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  don ' t  have a  7 

copy  o f  tha t .  8 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    The  c le rk  has  i t .   9 

They  were  f i l ed  w i th  the  c le rk  o f  the  10 

l eg i s la tu re .   I  can  send  you a  copy .   I  w i l l  send 11 

you a  copy .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:     I f  you  cou ld ,  I  13 

wou ld  l i ke  a  copy  - -  14 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  w i l l .   I  w i l l .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    o f  those fo r  2010 ,  16 

2011 ,  2012 .  17 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I ' l l  send  you  each 18 

year  - -  2010 ,  11 ,  and 12 .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  wou ld  apprec ia te  20 

tha t .  21 

 A l so ,  do  we have  a  s ta tus  repo r t  o f  the  22 

funds  co l l ec ted  fo r  the  f i rs t  quar te r  o f  20 13?  23 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    No.   We jus t  go t  24 

them maybe  - -  we  jus t  on ly  go t  t hem maybe in  25 
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Februa ry  -  l a te  in  February .   The coun ty  rec e ived 2 

the  funds  in  February .   They  have no t  been spent  3 

ye t .   Because  I  can ' t  spend un t i l  you  appro p r ia te  4 

i t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Funny  how i t  wo rks  6 

l i ke  tha t .  7 

 When  you ' re  ab le  to ,  i f  I  cou ld  jus t  ge t  8 

a  copy  o f  tha t ,  I  wou ld  apprec ia te  i t .  9 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  w i l l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    A re  any  o f  these 11 

funds  go ing  to  F r iends  o f  Nassau  Rec reat ion ?  12 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    None.   Ze ro .  13 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I s  the re  any  - -  i s  14 

F r iends  o f  Nassau Recrea t ion ,  i s  t ha t  s t i l l  i n  15 

ex is tence?  16 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   And are  we  18 

- -  do  we  s t i l l  have a  re la t io nsh ip  w i th  Fr ie nds  19 

o f  Nassau?    20 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .   I 'm  an  ex  21 

o f f i c i o  member .   I 'm  no t  t he  cha i r  o f  the  b oard .   22 

The cha i r  o f  the  board  i s  a  p r iva te  c i t i zen ,  Tom 23 

Heshen  (phone t i c ) .  24 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  unders tand l i ke  25 
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the  Long  I s land  Mara thon  was  run  under  the  2 

ausp ices  - -  3 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Cor rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So the  mon ies  tha t  5 

were  rece ived  f rom tha t  jus t  goes  s t ra igh t  i n to  6 

F r iends?  7 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I s  s tays  in  a  8 

separa te ,  seg regated  account  fo r  t he  Mara th on.  9 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Tha t ' s  a lways  to  10 

be  used fo r  - -   11 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Yes .   I f  you  look  12 

a t  t he  s ta tu te  and  leg is la t i on ,  i t  ca l l s  fo r  two  13 

accoun ts  -  a  genera l  account  fo r  F r iends  and  i t ' s  14 

a  separa te  account  fo r  Long I s land  Mara thon .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   When  was  16 

the  las t  t ime  tha t  - -  does  the  adv isory  com mi t tee  17 

meet?  18 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  don ' t  reca l l  19 

them mee t ing .   We haven ' t  had  any th ing .   We ' re  20 

fo l l ow ing  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  ru l i ng .   We  21 

haven ' t  had any  Old  Be thpage  V i l lage  i tems tha t  22 

wou ld  have  gone  to  them.  23 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   So  can  you  24 

te l l  me when  the  l as t  t ime  the  adv isory  com mi t tee  25 
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- -  2 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I t  hasn ' t  met  3 

s ince  I ' ve  been  commiss ioner .   I  wou ldn ' t  c a l l  4 

the  meet ing  anyway .   Once aga in ,  i f  you  loo k  a t  5 

the  s ta tu te ,  I 'm  an  ex  o f f i c i o  member .   I 'm  a  6 

non-vo t i ng  member  o f  t he  comm i t tee .   I  don ' t  7 

appo in t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So I  guess  my  9 

ques t ion  i s  does  tha t  mean  s ince  you 've  bee n  10 

commiss ioner  no  money has  gone  to  O ld  Be thp age?  11 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    No money has  been  12 

expended  the re .   P r io r  t o  me  becoming 13 

commiss ioner  the re  were  some funds  tha t  wer e  14 

expended  the re .   But  s ince  i n  the  las t  two and  a  15 

ha l f  yea rs ,  we ' ve  spen t  money  on  p rogrammin g  16 

there  bu t  we  haven ' t  spent  money  on  the  17 

s t ruc tures  there .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So is  the re  a  19 

s tand ing  commi t tee?   Are  the re  ac tua l l y  mem bers  20 

o f  t h i s  commi t tee  tha t  wou ld  be  ready  to  me e t  i f  21 

you needed  them to  mee t?  22 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    You  wou ld  have to  23 

l ook .   I f  you  l ook  a t  the  s ta tu te ,  i t  ta lks  abou t  24 

the  coun ty  exec ,  I  be l ieve ,  ge t t ing  th ree  25 
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appo in tmen ts ,  t he  mino r i ty  ge ts  appo in tments ,  and 2 

I  th ink  the  majo r i t y  ge ts  appo in tmen ts .   I  don ' t  3 

know.   You  wou ld  have to  check  w i th  the  var ious  4 

peop le  to  see  i f  t hey  made  the  appo in tments .  5 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So is  i t  poss ib le  6 

to  recons t i t u te  tha t  commi t tee?  7 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    Tha t 's  ou ts ide  my  8 

scope.   I  wou ld  have  no  ro le  i n  tha t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So who  wou ld?  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    You  wou ld  have to  11 

l ook  a t  the  l eg i s la t ion ;  i t  t a lks  abou t  who  makes 12 

the  appo in tments .  13 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  t h ink  under  14 

s ta te  law we ' re  supposed  to  have  an  adv i sor y  15 

commi t tee .  16 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    But  t ha t ' s  no t  fo r  17 

me  - -  yes ,  s ta te  l aw  does ta l k  about  an  adv i so ry  18 

commi t tee .   When  you  read the  s ta tu te  i t  do esn ' t  19 

say  tha t  t he  pa rks  commiss ione r  sha l l  fo rmu la te  20 

the  adv i so ry  commi t tee .   The  law  i s  ve ry  c l ear .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So the  law is  22 

c lea r  tha t  t he  ho te l /mote l  t ax ,  there  shou l d  be  23 

an  adv isory  commi t tee .  24 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I t  says  the re  25 
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shou ld  be  one .   And then  my ro le ,  when  i t  c omes,  2 

i n  the  event  tha t  I  have  a  p ro jec t  t ha t  wou ld  go  3 

there ,  I  wou ld  d iscuss  i t  w i th  the  county  4 

a t to rney  and  the  county  a t to rney  wou ld  say ,  5 

commiss ioner ,  be fo re  we ca lendar  th i s ,  t h is  i s  a  6 

p ro jec t  tha t  shou ld  go  to  the  ho te l /mo te l  7 

commi t tee .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Wou ld  you  have a  9 

p rob lem wi th  the re  be ing  an  adv i so ry  commi t tee?  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  work  w i th  11 

everyone .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Tha t ' s  g rea t .  13 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    You  guys  have  14 

ca l l ed  me be fore ;  I  take  you r  ca l l s .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    P res id ing  O f f i cer  16 

Gonsa lves  - -  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m jus t  l ook ing  18 

up  the  l aw .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So is  th i s ,  i n  20 

fac t ,  does  the  l aw  say  tha t  we  shou ld  have an  21 

adv i so ry  commi t tee?  22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I ’m jus t  l ook ing  23 

a t  i t .   I t ' s  sub jec t  t o  rev iew .  24 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    When you rev iew 25 
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i t ,  can  i t  come back  to  us?  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Can I  jus t  add  to  5 

tha t  request ,  Norma - -  sor ry ,  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  6 

Gonsa lves?  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Yes .   Leg is la to r  8 

Denenberg .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  know tha t  10 

Mr .  Foskey  - -  Commiss ioner  Fo skey  can answer  11 

th is .   Be ing  tha t  when  we were  en t i t led  und er  12 

s ta te  law to  co l lec t  t he  ho te l /mote l  t ax ,  a s  13 

Leg is la to r  Boswor th  has  brough t  up ,  ou r  con cern  14 

and the  reason why  we fe l t  o r  - -  I  a lways  15 

opera ted  under  the  be l ie f  tha t  t he  reason w hy the  16 

adv i so ry  boa rd  ex i s ted  - -  and  prev ious ly  tha t  17 

adv i so ry  boa rd  had  approved a l l  fund ing ,  wh e ther  18 

i t  was  p rogrammat i c  o r  whe the r  i t  was  in  O l d  19 

Be thpage  V i l l age  o r  e l sewhere ,  was  to  compl y  w i th  20 

the  s ta te  law ,  pursuan t  to  wh ich  we were  21 

co l l ec t i ng  ho te l /mote l  t ax .   By  th is  adv iso r y  22 

commi t tee  no t  meet ing  are  we  jeopard iz ing  o u r  23 

comp l iance  w i th  s ta te  law?  24 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I 'm  no t  i n  a  25 
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pos i t i on  to  comment  on  tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wou ld  ask  tha t  3 

we  shou ld  look  a t  tha t .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t ' s  my 5 

unders tand ing  though ,  Dav id ,  t ha t  the  $250, 000  i s  6 

on ly  per ta in ing  to  O ld  Bethpage.   And r i gh t  now -7 

-  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    H is to r ica l l y ,  the  9 

l eg i s la to rs  cou ld  go  to  meet ings  o r  were  pa r t  o f  10 

the  process  o r  pu t  i n  reques ts  to  a  board  t ha t  11 

a l loca ted  the  fund ing  o f  t he  ho te l /mote l  ta x ,  12 

wh ich  I  th ink  was a  be t te r  p rocess  fo r  ever yone 13 

to  have a t  l eas t  some say .   I f  we ' ve  change d  i t  14 

because the  coun ty  a t to rney  has  an  op in ion  tha t  15 

i t ' s  on l y  O ld  Be thpage  V i l lage  Res to ra t i on ,  I 'm 16 

hear ing  no t  on l y  i s  i t  on l y  O ld  Be thpage  V i l lage  17 

Restora t ion  bu t  i t ' s  on l y  I  guess  in f ras t ru c tu res  18 

there  as  opposed  to  p rog rams  the re .  19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t  now,  Dav id ,  20 

I  d id  say  to  you  tha t  I 'm go ing  to  rev iew t he  21 

l aw.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    R igh t .  23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I 'm look ing  a t  24 

the  appo in tees  tha t  a re  a l l  exp i red ,  wh ich  means  25 
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tha t  t hey  need to  be  reappo in ted  o r  a  new p e rson  2 

to  f i l l  the  spo t ;  there  are  th ree  o f  t hem w h ich  3 

a re  the  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  two  are  the  minor i ty ,  4 

and two are  the  ma jo r i t y .   5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I ' d  l i ke  to  6 

unders tand  o r  have  our  counse l  l ook ,  on  bo t h  7 

s ides ,  t o  unders tand  why  a  commi t tee  tha t  u sed  to  8 

be  very  ac t i ve  hasn ' t  me t  s ince  2010 ,  i s  th a t  9 

what  I 'm  hear ing?  10 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I  haven ' t  a t tended 11 

a  meet ing .   I f  t hey ' ve  had  a  mee t ing ,  they ' v e  had 12 

i t  w i thout  me .  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    We l l ,  I  haven ' t  14 

heard  abou t  any  - -  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  you ' re  a  16 

member  o f  the  commi t tee .   I 'm  so r ry .  17 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    I 'm  a  non-vo t ing  18 

member  o f  the  commi t tee .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Le t  me ask  20 

you th is  then ,  j us t  to  fo l low  on  Leg is la to r  21 

Boswor th .  22 

 No t  a  cent  under  th i s  admin i s t ra t i on  - -  23 

s ince  you ' ve  been pa rks  commiss ioner  no t  on e  cen t  24 

has  gone  to  O ld  Be thpage  V i l l age  Res to ra t io n ,  25 
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w i th  the  except ion  o f  p rog ram cents?  2 

 COMMISSIONER FOSKEY:    We haven ' t  done  3 

any  pro jec ts  the re  tha t  w i l l  qua l i f y  t o  go  to  the  4 

commi t tee ,  acco rd ing  to  the  coun ty  a t to rney ' s  5 

op in ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  I 'm - -  7 

th is  o  fo r  seven  o f  op in ions  i s  cos t ing  the  8 

coun ty  taxpayers  hundreds  o f  m i l l i ons  o f  do l la rs  9 

rea l l y  g ives  me  - -  10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Dav id .   Dav id .   11 

We sa id  we ' re  go ing  to  l ook  i n to  th i s .   We ' re  12 

go ing  to  rev iew  i t .   We ' re  go ing  to  see wha t  13 

needs to  be  done  to  co r rec t  i t .   O f  course ,  i f  14 

appo in tmen ts  have to  be  made  then we ' l l  do  i t .   15 

Okay?  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Thank  you .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Jus t  g ive  us  an  18 

oppor tun i t y  to  do  th is .  19 

 Was there  anybody e l se  tha t  had someth ing  20 

to  say  o r  ask  Commiss ioner  Foskey?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Any  pub l ic  comments  rega rd ing  I t em 16,  23 

C lerk  I t em 96-13?  Come on  up .  24 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    I  have a  ques t ion  about  the  25 
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pa rks .  2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I s  i t  pe r ta in ing  3 

to  the  ho te l /mo te l  money?  4 

 MS.  MUNTZ:    I t ' s  pe r ta in ing  to  the  p lans  5 

fo r  the  ice  r ink .   The re  a ren ' t  any  - -  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    You ' re  no t  7 

address ing  the  i tems  tha t  a re  be fo re  us ,  E i l een.  8 

 E i leen ,  the  commiss ioner  i s  back  the re  9 

and he  ta l ks  to  everyone .   I  wou ldn ' t  be  a f ra id  10 

o f  t a l k ing  to  the  commiss ione r .   Go qu ie t l y  and -  11 

okay  -  ask  h im your  ques t i on .    12 

 So  we ' re  go ing  to  -  now i t ' s  t ime to  vo te  13 

on  Ord inance  44 ,  C le rk  I tem 96 -13 and Ord ina nce 14 

45 ,  C lerk  I t em 97-13 .  15 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  these two i t ems 16 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  17 

 (Aye . )  18 

 Any  opposed?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 There  be ing  none ,  those two i t ems,  16  and 21 

17  o r  96  and  97 ,  pass  unan imous ly .  22 

 We have th ree  o the r  i t ems tha t  a re  IMAs.   23 

The f i rs t  one  27 ,  C lerk  I t em 106-13,  Reso lu t ion  24 

47 ,  w i th  the  Incorpo ra ted  V i l l age  o f  W i l l i s ton  25 
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Park ;  I t em 28 ,  C le rk  I tem 107-13 ,  Reso lu t ion  48 ,  2 

wh ich  is  an  IMA wi th  the  Seaf o rd  Un ion  F ree  3 

Schoo l  D is t r i c t ;  and  I tem 29 ,  C lerk  I t em 10 8-13,  4 

Reso lu t i on  49 ,  wh ich  i s  an  IMA regard ing  No r th  5 

Mer r ick  Un ion  F ree  Schoo l  D is t r i c t .  6 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  7 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Second.  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  10 

Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  11 

Dunne.  12 

 Any  ques t ions  on  these  i tems?  13 

 Go  ahead .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     How a re  you,  Mr .  15 

May?    Th i s  i s  p robab ly  more  o f  a  comment  n o t  16 

spec i f i c  t o  these pa r t i cu la r  IMAs.   Bu t  obv i ous l y  17 

they  a re  th ree  IMAs tha t  res ide  in  the  majo r i t y ' s  18 

respec t i ve  d i s t r i c ts .   Obv ious ly ,  th is  i s  a  19 

b ipa r t i san  th ing  we wou ld  l i ke  to  see.   We p lan  20 

to  suppor t  t he  IMAs,  bu t  a t  t he  same t ime w e  21 

wou ld  l i ke  to  see some tha t  - -  o r  more  tha t  can 22 

ac tua l l y  come f rom the  m inor i t y  s ide  o f  the  23 

a i s le ,  as  we l l .   We ' re  j us t  go ing  to  con t in ue ou r  24 

e f fo r t s  to  hope fu l l y ,  in  the  fu tu re ,  P res id ing  25 
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Of f i ce r ,  we ' l l  s ta r t  t o  see a  few more  i tem s ,  2 

maybe even  as  we  - -  ac tua l l y ,  those are  par t  o f  3 

the  EBA no t  t he  IMAs .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I t  wasn ' t  an  IMA? 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     They  were  EBA.   6 

Bu t ,  i n  genera l ,  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  IMAs t ha t  7 

re la te  f rom the  CRP prog ram.  I f  we can  s ta r t  to  8 

maybe do  th ings ,  i t  wou ld  be  our  hope to  t r y  to  9 

rea l l y  f os te r  b ipa r t i sansh ip  i f  we  can  s ta r t  t o  10 

see some o f  you r  IMAs ca lendared  the  same d ay  as  11 

ou r  IMAs ,  and  I  th ink  tha t  wou ld  be  the  bes t  way  12 

to  go  fo rward .   That 's  j us t  someth ing  I  wan ted  to  13 

express  to  Mr .  May  in  the  hope  tha t  maybe w e  14 

cou ld  s ta r t  t o  see  a  few  o f  t hose th ings  t r i ck le  15 

down  to  the  l eg i s la tu re .  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 MR.  MAY:    Can I  add ress  tha t  comment?   18 

Can I  address  tha t  comment?  19 

 I  p robab ly  have  abou t  15  o r  20  IMAs 20 

ou ts tand ing  w i th  the  m inor i t y  caucus .   I  ju s t  21 

haven ' t  rece ived  them back ,  whethe r  I 'm wa i t ing  22 

on  SEQRA dec la ra t i ons  or  ge t t i ng  s igned con t rac ts  23 

back .   So as  soon as  I  have those documents  I  can  24 

f i le  t hem.   I  m igh t  have  one  on  my  desk  tha t  i s  25 
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abou t  ready  to  be  f i led .   I  have  - -  there  a re  2 

p robab ly  10  i n  Leg is la to r  Boswor th 's  d is t r i c t ,  3 

there ' s  a t  l eas t  one  in  Leg is la to r  Jacobs '  4 

d i s t r i c t .   I  be l ieve  I 'm  wa i t i ng  on  one f ro m your  5 

o f f i ce .   I  have  seve ra l  ou t  w i th  Leg is la to r  6 

Wink 's  o f f i ce ,  Leg is la to r  Denenberg  has  a  f ew 7 

tha t  a re  a round .  8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Mr .  May,  i f  9 

poss ib le ,  can  you g i ve  us  a  l i s t  o f  what 's  s t i l l  10 

ou t ,  t o  your  reco l lec t ion  ve rsus  ours ,  so  th a t  we 11 

can jus t  make  su re  we j i ve  i t  toge ther?  12 

 MR.  MAY:    Su re .   I  can  send  you  my who le  13 

l i s t  o f  CRP p ro jec ts  and  you  can  take  a  loo k .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     Grea t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  May,  how - -  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Th rou gh the  17 

Cha i r .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:     You need  to  be  19 

recogn ized  by  the  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r .  20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  21 

Denenberg .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wasn ' t  t he re  23 

e igh t  f rom my  leg i s la t i ve  d i s t r i c t  t ha t  you  24 

f i led?  25 
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 MR.  MAY:    The re  were  seve ra l  tha t  were  2 

f i led ,  I  be l i eve  i t  was  in  the  p rev ious  3 

l eg i s la tu re ,  so  those i t ems I  be l i eve  d ied  when 4 

the  new leg i s la tu re  was sa t .   I  have  I  be l i eve  5 

one on  my desk ,  I  th ink  i t  was  ac tua l l y  f ro m your  6 

d i s t r i c t ,  tha t  needs  to  jus t  ge t  t he  coversh ee t  7 

and rou ted  th rough  the  p rocess  fo r  Apr i l .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    A l l  I  cou ld  te l l  9 

you is  you  f i led  a t  leas t  e igh t  and because  i t  10 

moved nowhere  wh i l e  ma jo r i t y  IMAs moved,  we  had 11 

to  go  th rough  the  who le  process  aga in ,  cor r ec t?  12 

 MR.  MAY:    That ' s  cu r ren t l y  my  13 

unders tand ing .   Yes .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Jus t  g ive  us  the  15 

l i s t ,  Mr .  May .  16 

 MR.  MAY:    Abso lu te l y .  17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  18 

 Any  o the r  ques t i ons?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Th is  i s  I t em 27 ,  C le rk  I tem 106,  23 

Reso lu t i on  47 ;  I tem 28 ,  C lerk  I t em 107 ,  24 

Reso lu t i on  48 ;  and  I tem 29 ,  C lerk  I t em 108,  25 
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Reso lu t i on  49 .  2 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  these th ree  i t ems 3 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  4 

 (Aye . )  5 

 Any  opposed?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 There  be ing  none ,  the  i t ems p ass  8 

unan imous ly .  9 

 I  be l i eve  a t  th i s  po in t  I  have  one  more ,  10 

I  be l i eve ,  and then we ' re  go ing  to  have to  go  11 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion .  12 

 I t em 36,  C le rk  I tem 75 -13,  Reso lu t ion  56 .   13 

A  mo t ion ,  p lease?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  17 

seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  18 

 Any  d i scuss ion  on  th is  i tem? 19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 Any th ing  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  l e t  us  know,  21 

Mr .  May?  22 

 MR.  MAY:    Th is  was the  board  t rans fer  23 

fo r  $400 ,000  w i th in  OEM.    24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    That ' s  r igh t .  25 
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 MR.  MAY:    I  be l ieve  the  ques t ions  a t  the  2 

commi t tee  were  j us t  some in fo rma t ion  on  wha t  the  3 

money was be ing  spen t  on .  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t .  5 

 MR.  MAY:    And I  had  p rov ided  to  bo th  6 

caucus  a  p re t ty  exhaus t i ve  l i s t  o f  requ is i t i ons  7 

de ta i l ing  a l l  o f  t he  expenses  assoc ia ted  w i th  8 

tha t  money .  9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    R igh t .  10 

 MR.  MAY:    I f  t here  are  any  ques t ions ,  I  11 

have  Tom Delaney  who  cou ld  answer  any  spec i f i c  12 

ques t ions .   I  can  take  a  sho t  a t  t he  more  g enera l  13 

ques t ions .   Tha t 's  where  we s tand.  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Any  ques t ions  15 

f rom the  l eg i s la to rs  regard ing  th i s  i t em? 16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 There  be ing  none ,  a l l  those in  favor  o f  20 

I t em 36,  C le rk  I tem 75 -13,  Reso lu t ion  56 ,  s i gn i f y  21 

by  say ing  aye .  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 The i t em passes  unan imous ly .  2 

 Now,  l ad ies  and  gent lemen,  we  need  to  go  3 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion .   I  have to  ca l l  the  i t em.  4 

 I t em 24,  C le rk  I tem 47 -13,  Reso lu t ion  32 ,  5 

a  reso lu t i on  au tho r i z ing  the  county  a t to rne y  to  6 

compromise  and se t t l e  the  coun ty 's  c la ims a ga ins t  7 

ce r ta in  de fendan ts  i n  the  ac t i on  known as  Nassau 8 

County v. State of New York ,  I ndex  Number  9 

04 /002750 pu rsuant  to  the  Coun ty  Government  Law 10 

o f  Nassau County  and  the  Nassau Coun ty  11 

Admin i s t ra t i ve  Code.  12 

 Mo t ion ,  p lease?  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So moved.  14 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Second.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  16 

Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a ,  seconded by  Leg is la t o r  17 

Be les i .  18 

 A t  t h i s  po in t  I  th ink  tha t  i t  i s  19 

necessary  fo r  us  to  go  i n to  execut ive  sess i on .  20 

 I  need  a  mot ion  to  go  in to  execu t i ve  21 

sess ion .  22 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    So moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Moved  by  25 
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Leg is la to r  Walke r ,  seconded b y  Leg is la to r  2 

Muscare l la .  3 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  go ing  i n to  4 

execut ive  sess ion?  5 

 (Aye . )  6 

 Any  opposed?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 We a re  now go ing  i n to  execut i ve  sess ion .  9 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  wen t  10 

i n to  execu t i ve  sess ion  a t  3 :21  p .m. )  11 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  12 

reconvened  f rom execut ive  sess ion  a t  4 :41  p .m. )  13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Execu t ive  sess ion  14 

l as ted  l onger  than  we an t i c ipa ted ,  bu t  15 

neve r the less .  16 

 The on ly  th ing  I  t h ink ,  Ms .  Locu r to ,  i s  17 

tha t  t he re  was concern  about  how the  funds  f rom 18 

th is  se t t l ement  wou ld  be  d i rec ted .   I  be l ie ve  you 19 

checked w i th  I  guess  the  budge t  o f f i ce .  20 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   I  checked  w i th  21 

budget  and  I  con f i rmed  w i th  the  admin i s t ra t i on  22 

tha t  a l l  t he  money  tha t  we  w i l l  rece ive  in  th i s  23 

se t t lement  w i l l  be  ded ica ted  spec i f i ca l l y  t o  go  24 

towards  repa i rs  o f  t he  Aquat i c  Cen te r .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Judy ,  Okay?  2 

Everybody.    3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Wai t .   I 'm  so r ry .   Ms .  4 

Locu r to ,  can  you  repea t  tha t?  5 

 MS.  LOCURTO:   I  th ink  a  concern  was 6 

ra ised  tha t  w i th  the  money  tha t  comes f rom the  7 

se t t lement  where  w i l l  i t  go  once  we rece ive  the  8 

money.   And I  can  a f f i rmat ive l y  s ta te  on  th e  9 

reco rd  tha t  t he  money rece ived  f rom th is  10 

se t t lement  w i l l  go  spec i f i ca l l y  towards  the  11 

Aqua t i c  Cente r ,  the  necessary  upgrades  and 12 

repa i r s  to  make  the  Aqua t i c  Center  func t ion  13 

p roper ly .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    As  a  supp lementa l  15 

approp r ia t ion? 16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    As  - -  i t  i s ,  as  you  know,  17 

the  leg i s la tu re  can approp r ia te  the  money a s  18 

approp r ia te .  19 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here ' s  my  concern .   20 

S tar t i ng  i n  the  four th  qua r te r  o f  the  year  and  21 

go ing  in to  ea r l y  nex t  year ,  t h is  l eg is la tu r e  22 

rou t ine l y  does  budge t  t rans fe rs  and board  23 

t rans fers  tha t  t rans fe r  mon ies  tha t  were  24 

o the rw ise  approp r ia ted  i n  unexpended ,  in  ce r ta in  25 
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a reas ,  and  t rans fe r  them in to  o the r  a reas .   My  2 

concern  is ,  l e t ' s  say  fo r  a rgument 's  sake w e  3 

a l loca te  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs  i n  2013  fo r  repa i rs  4 

and ma in tenance  a t  t he  Aquat i c  Cen te r  and w e  get  5 

a  $3  m i l l i on  se t t l emen t  in  th i s  case .   I f  w e  6 

then ,  in  tu rn ,  t rans fe r  $3  m i l l i on  ou t  o f  t ha t  7 

budget  o r  any  amount  ove r  a  m i l l ion  do l l a rs ,  i t ' s  8 

fung ib le  money a t  tha t  po in t .   So  my  concer n  i s  9 

tha t  i t  no t  on l y  be  ded ica ted  to  the  Aquat i c  10 

Center  bu t  t ha t  i t  be  no t  t rans fer red  ou t  o f  t he  11 

Aqua t i c  Cente r  a t  any  po in t  f o r  the  2013  bud ge t  12 

cyc le  so  tha t  i t  doesn ' t  end  up  be ing  a  s i t ua t ion  13 

where ,  you  know,  we th row in  more  money and  then  14 

we  don ' t  have  to  spend  tha t  m i l l ion  do l l a rs  we  15 

a l ready  budge ted .  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  unders tand your  concern ,  17 

Leg is la to r .   And  my unders tand ing ,  i n  18 

consu l ta t i on  w i th  the  approp r ia te  pe rsons ,  i s  19 

tha t  t he  money w i l l  be  spec i f i ca l l y  ded ica t ed  20 

towards  the  repa i r s  exc lus ive l y  fo r  the  Aqu a t i c  21 

Center .   I  have  spoken  a lso  w i th  Commiss ion e r  22 

Foskey  and  we  a re  a l ready  in  the  p rocess  o f  23 

e f fec tua t i ng  tha t ,  bu t  we can ' t  do  tha t  un t i l  we  24 

ge t  the  approva l  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  to  acce p t  the  25 
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se t t lement  to  rece ive  the  mon ies .   So once we ge t  2 

approva l ,  we  rece ive  the  money  per  the  se t t l emen t  3 

ag reemen t ,  we  ge t  the  check ,  t ha t  money w i l l  be  4 

ea rmarked,  ded ica ted  to  a  fund  spec i f i ca l l y  to  do  5 

repa i r s  on  the  Aquat ic  Cen te r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Ms.  Locur to ,  I  7 

ce r ta in l y  am prepared to  take  you a t  you r  w ord  on  8 

tha t .   Bu t  I  hope you repo r t  back  to  the  co unty  9 

execut ive ,  t o  the  budget  peop le  and want  no t ,  10 

tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  keep  an  eye on  th i s  bec ause 11 

qu i te  f rank l y  the  las t  t h ing  I  wan t  to  see i s  12 

tha t  t h i s  money  somehow even tua l l y  goes  to  cover  13 

overages  in  o the r  a reas  o f  t h i s  budget  s imp ly  14 

because,  you  know,  no  one was  look ing  a t  th e  t ime 15 

o r  because  there 's  a  need assoc ia ted  w i th  i t .   I  16 

hope  tha t  th i s  i s  go ing  to  go  as  an  opera t i ng  17 

expense towards  ma in tenance and improvement s  a t  18 

the  Aqua t i c  Cen ter  and  no t  somehow f ind  i t s  way 19 

in to  a  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  o r  re t i rement  o f  som e 20 

o the r  fo rm o f  debt  s imp ly  because the  money  is  21 

s i t t ing  there .  22 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    Unders tood.  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Thank  you .  24 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  w i l l  take  tha t  back .  25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Leg is la to r  2 

Denenberg .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Ms .  Locu r to ,  h i .   4 

You sa id  tha t  you spoke w i th  the  appropr ia t e  5 

pa r t ies  to  ge t  assurances  tha t  t he  money  wou ld  go  6 

to  a  fund fo r  t he  Aqua t i c  Cen ter  to  make  th e  7 

repa i r s  tha t  I  guess  a re  sub jec t  t o  the  su i t  8 

u l t ima te ly ,  as  we l l .   Who are  the  approp r ia te  9 

pa r t ies  tha t  you  spoke  to?  10 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  spoke  w i th  counse l  and I  11 

spoke w i th  Commiss ione r  Foske y ,  as  we l l  as  - -  I 'm 12 

so r ry  - -  t he  admin is t ra t ion ,  on  how the  mon ey 13 

shou ld  be  approp r ia te l y  moved .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You sa id  counse l ;  15 

tha t ' s  Mr .  C iampol i?  16 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    No.    Conne l l  Den ion .   17 

Depu ty  County  A t to rney  Conne l l  Den ion  o f  ou r  18 

o f f i ce ;  he  i s  ou r  in -house  bond counse l .   An d I  19 

consu l ted  w i th  h im  on approp r ia t ions  and  ho w 20 

money is  a l l oca ted ,  in  consu l ta t ion ,  becaus e  he  21 

works  c lose ly  w i th  budge t ,  as  we l l .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And then  you  sa id  23 

the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  was tha t  Deputy  Coun ty  24 

Execut ive  Wa lke r?  25 
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 MS.  LOCURTO:    Yes .   I  have spoken  to  h im 2 

abou t  the  Aquat i c  Center  and  how the  mon ies  are  3 

spec i f i ca l l y ,  i n  th i s  se t t lement ,  a re  go ing  to  be  4 

ea rmarked towards  the  repa i r s  o f  t he  Aquat i c  5 

Center .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And w i thou t  7 

revea l ing  any th ing  - -  I 'm look ing  a t  counse l  on  8 

bo th  s ides  and I 'm  t ry ing  to  no t  revea l  any th ing  9 

tha t  has  to  be  i n  execut ive  sess ion .   10 

 Your  adv ice  on  th i s  se t t lemen t  wou ld  be  11 

tha t  i t  wou ld  no t  in  any  way  reduce ou r  12 

recove r ies  f rom any  o f  t he  o ther  de fendants  13 

ongo ing ,  cor rec t?  14 

 MS.  LOCURTO:    I  don ' t  t h ink  I  wou ld  15 

s ta te  i t  t ha t  way.   I  th ink  I  wou ld  s ta te  t ha t  16 

th is  se t t l ement  max imizes  the  amount  o f  rec ove ry  17 

tha t  we be l i eve  we  wou ld  ge t  i n  a  l i t i ga t io n .   18 

The se t t lemen t  here ,  t he re  wou ld  be  some 19 

l im i ta t i ons  go ing  beyond  the  se t t l emen t  amo unt  20 

tha t  we ' re  ag ree ing  to  here ,  bu t  as  d i scuss ed in  21 

execut ive  sess ion ,  t he re  a re  p ros  and cons  o f  22 

tha t .   And  we  be l i eve  u l t ima te ly  tha t  the  3 .1  23 

m i l l ion  tha t  we ' re  rece iv ing  wou ld  be  in  th e  24 

Coun ty 's  bes t  i n te res t .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  103  Full Legislature – 3-18-13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You were  j us t  2 

g i ven someth ing ;  do  you want  to  read  tha t?  3 

 MR.  MAY:    Yes ,  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   4 

I t ' s  an  e-ma i l  f rom Rich  Mal le t t  f rom the  5 

Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic  Works .   He can ' t  be  he re  in  6 

body ,  so  I  guess  he ' s  he re  i n  sp i r i t .  7 

 The se t t lement  mon ies  is  i den t i f ied  in  8 

the  cap i ta l  p ro jec t  fo r  the  Aqua t i c  Center  as  an  9 

ou ts ide  fund ing  source .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  thank  h i s  11 

sp i r i t .   Tha t ' s  good .   Thank  you .   Tha t ' s  12 

he lp fu l .  13 

 No  fu r ther  ques t ions .  14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I f  t he re  a re  no  15 

o the r  ques t i ons  or  comments ,  now i t ' s  t ime fo r  16 

the  vo te .   A t  t h is  t ime I  wou ld  l i ke  to  ca l l  a  17 

vo te  on  I t em 24 ,  C le rk  I tem 47 ,  Reso lu t i on  32 .  18 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  th is  i t em s ign i f y  19 

by  say ing  aye .  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 The i t em passes  unan imous ly .  24 

 Thank you ve ry  much.   Thank you so  much.  25 
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 A t  t h i s  po in t  I  th ink  there  a re  no  o ther  2 

i t ems,  cor rec t ,  on  the  ca lendar .   3 

 Mo t ion  to  ad jou rn?  4 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     So  moved .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Second.  6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mo t ion  by  7 

Leg is la to r  Dunne ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  Wa lke r .  8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journ ing?  9 

 (Aye . )  10 

 Any  opposed?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 We a re  now ad jou rned .    13 

 Happy ho l i day  to  each and eve ry  one o f  14 

you.  15 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la t u re  16 

ad journed a t  4 :50  p .m. )  17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  1s t  day  o f  Apr i l ,  2 013 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


